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Abstract

In Kantian ethics, “moral reverence” (Achtung) is the core moral motivation that stems from the rational
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recognition of moral law. However, to overcome the inherent dilemma of “the highest good” (sum-
mum bonum)—namely, the inconsistency between virtue and happiness (Gliickswiirdigkeit)—faced
by finite rational beings in empirical reality, and to endow the moral pursuit with ultimate meaning,
Kant introduced the “existence of God” as an indispensable postulate within the practical reason.
God has a dual function in this system: Firstly, as the divine legislator, benevolent ruler, and just
judge, God, through omnipotent and wholly good authority, guarantees the universal binding force
of the moral law and the possibility of achieving the “highest good” (where virtue is rewarded with
happiness), thereby extending the feeling of reverence for the moral law towards its divine source.
Secondly, as the personified moral ideal objectified by pure practical reason itself, God provides the
ultimate model and goal for human moral perfection. “Reverence” for God is essentially the projec-
tion and sublimation of reverence for the inner rational moral law, constituting a key component of

Kant’s “religion of reason.” While safeguarding the core of moral autonomy, this provides, on the level

of practice, the ultimate justification and meaning for both the rationality of the reverence motiva-
tion and the pursuit of the highest good.
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