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Abstract

Jon Elster is an eminent representative of analytical Marxism. In 1985, he published <Making Sense
of Marx>, his seminal work in Marxist theoretical research, where he employed methodological in-
dividualism and rational choice theory to evaluate “the living and the dead in Marxist philosophy.”
However, Elster did not remain confined to purely theoretical exploration; he emphasized that theory
ultimately serves practical purposes and addresses real-world human needs and developmental is-
sues. Thus, based on his in-depth exploration of methodology, Elster extended his research to the
study of real social phenomena and further applied his methodology to rational choice. Methodological
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individualism was not initially a concept within philosophical discourse; it was Elster who introduced
itinto Marxist philosophy and provided a systematic elaboration. This paper aims to examine the basic
connotation of Elster’s methodological individualism, clarify its definition, trace its origins, and ex-
plore its implications for Marxist philosophy.
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1. 51§

20 42 70 R4, JERE R A komzh, hgmAE pa 7 S B SCE T T, b MRS
P53 W8 S (R TTE R L w8 T OB, 0 B0 5 o S8 SR e ok o AT K v B 3 SO S T A
TPHT AT 0 B BB SRR (A% O ML AN B R i BTV . A SR, NS SRR SO R AT
G e AAIFROR IR R EFH 2 X OrYgy, BRI SR I TR 5 5 8 A SO BT A, LU
W o S8 SRR TPAR . Rk RER . BRI, MR S e S A SOR B e S8 A B — I
WA

2 20 20 80 FFAUHH], HITEZREIAENSIN, WIS B By R SRS
FEX7 . A, TR« BIRERF(Jon Elster) & 70 M i 5 708 AR AR . fh T 1985 SR AR T AR
S S SRR T 7 T AR E—— (B S 5eB) o eIz e AN F SO Bk R 10,
xS T B AR R PG ANBE IR S AR PP (R, B R IR IR 15 B AR A0 BR (KR L,
BRI IR ST [, e EEn i N SRR SEbr il RN S A BLSE Rl R (A, R 22X 7 2R i
HIRAIRZR EERS L, R Ry R B B S At X BEAT IR IT, RO e R Bk 3% B Jiikie
ANFESOFAE—IHRAE T A IRHeEns, RB/REPR IR S50 8 5, JFmCAE R, A3CE
FEVT IR SR IR I RE B 5208 A N ORI AR i, BT e 3G, GBI S, JF USRI ST i A
SO B 5 B E A MR R

2. BERNTAEXHIRFERERAH
2.1. E#GERDTAEN

CNERMERE S A AEBR AR, E A Bl T, 5 XN T e iR, %
IRHTRE AT E N B 7SR A TR AN B IS R B e B A A 2 A R PR
TS RKT . B 28 GE AR AU AR T TR ZREE L2 B 22t e b il 1 & e N 32 SO SE Rt Az . 1908
R ONE TR, EMESIEE T TR ast RN R, RS R R, Trike
PR E X FBOANMA T LZEIF 2Lk 21U HFERPTRL W B SRS RAE e Ja BRI 17 ik
WAANES, FEIRRREE L8 S 8 3 GBI AR VS B . Bty it o — B IR IE
Horikie, SRR T —ME T3 CRTRER N NT S RRIE T 067 FRA T 70 BRI 28 5F 24k
FITTER IR o BRIRETRRR TR N T ST S vl S AR A 7, A 70 B B e S8 3 SR
JTE R .
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FARVIER (BT 5tka) T3, EaZEE T, o8 E, EnEK. e, A, E&e
S, DA BA N RS AT S AL 45 R SR8 2]. AT/ ANAT 3 AR S it A A R
REATENA AT “ EUAAREME” 1. EFHEAE, N A1T5)(action) 217 M(behavior) [ T4, =ZH
E PR (intentional states) TN AT A . AN AATIERATAT AR X 955 N B8 B ALK i lg, 1
HAA SR ERITS)), & TFBAN NAT IR B EEAR, RO EATAS R4 2 R MR AS B Bah () (A4
AEAREAMERE). Bk, 73— AR R SR BRI O XHEEXR, HAMER SN
AR SRR IR T AN MR SE T AR AL, AR T 1 R R 47 3h— B AR 7R (1)
AetE. FHAXFPFRE R AR TR AR N E S ZFA NEHLEE S, (Hdth e
5 AR ] TR AR R A . — Rk, TAESR B TR E A NI RARSINL,  Fr DA S B D i T
NHIATEN R SRR, 2 AT AT RS “ B AR o BB AN AT UREE R R L —
R TR B AT SR B T AL S RER R A O

FREFAA NI SOF DR AR 2R ER 5, PR ER e EH S E (N A FE X E LT
FRZAAERE S, ABESREE A “ONER N ANF L7 Z—ARE, HEL “HEHMANE L Lbr FASEM
ANEMH: HERBEHAMEEE, Bk, wraEiwEk, BEANANE X E R M e, JRR—ME
TEPRfR S M RE B/ NSRS ETER RS ) IR, A2 — BN Fhrk 208 R A7 A th R 06
M[3]. PTIREEF AR “MANEL” MNHE, —REZEEET “INER M AFE L7 x4 EE
IUAHE . MERFE YA, R ARES S N BT S R AT ISR, A XL G H0Rs 2 A ]
figelty, DRI, AR RFAI IR ORGP R AT A R AN e B . 2P, R
tha®bEdr,  CTRAIMEAR T B IR LR m) A N FE 2 AT MR S NAT3), 7 RSB A2
DRI .

RIR « P RHEAE (PIEE R R & OFBot 2 BN ik & “HEeMANEL, H
A IR T AL A HE VP2 2 R BRE, AR R AN R X ERE XA 2R,

2.2. FFERAN AENHER AR

CRAE LR IR — PP U, B A I R —— G AR ——JE ) _F R AT DL DL
JEAMRAATIRRAE . B FI0RESD). Bk, & eAMAE RSB B FE R 1 —E. 7 [4]

BWATTLLE 2], BRI SRR RRE N7, 73 (R/R « BB 5R) iR mg
SE SN “CRTANI S AT B2, RTUIRAN NRIRHE. B, SMFIESN[5]. SR
IR BEARE RS s R AT R, TRt R PRt — R b, RITIF B, RRTIREERBR
PR RGN AR S5 S BB B EUARE, B 0 B T B M 45 R AR 005 At AR IO 2 ) (R Ji [R5 4
IR EIRG, I R B . B e W, SRR ETRESE bR B ORI R IR N I SR E A 2R
7R ANEET IONER N ANF N, AR DR R IE = X AR R

BIRREE— 22 MDY T7 THI BEVRE T 7 VR8N N 3 SCHERIR PR :

B, ERAN AT OB “HELT N7 BRI AER .. RN T SR T
KT NFEA: (1) 525 V% 7€ (substantive assumptions), 5 “ATEN ANATENIKE FE B FAEEZEME” .
[ SRAS & A B AEAT 30T 2 HAA, (BRI TAEBRMT AT AT BT R, FroMEE 45 A% HAIK
A HEITIEW BRI XTI AR, ERCA BT “EEMSTN” BmFE, R A
7B AR AT N, BRI s R AT AR R SR R RO A, X R I R AN TR A A B R
H e R AT T EALES . XS, TR A FE A% O 2 AR B AR L R A S IR 132
WERAT, AR APERSREE o BRI IE SR ER KOG IR TR “ AR B R, TR AN HAMEIT N
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I BT Y, S PR AR RN MARATRIN, TR AL A
MR A, A R S 2 S P AR ATRE o S PT A B, DRy AT R
LRI, LI X5 BB Y PR TR BURIAT Sy, R SSBI LA RS MR 0, 74
AR WA TS FAR B SARNTRRE DB, EDEER B LT A
MR SAR IS EDLSE BBAE 1, 730/ A E XU SR AN AT 9B LT R T
HATRIER" “HEERNRTBIL” 8 XA IOT " | TAERAE0 E AL Fik, e A
SR AMTFRIOMRE TR, SO T AR B, THE T 7B A 0 Bk 5 (5
AR, SRR SR T O AT

HOK, AMERHSTER, BRI RS, 7 A A Y SUUE TSI S F
St TR S A S BT OB AT RO S . SMERE S5 R B SCaRe, et
ARSI T BRI AT L% T/ T A BRI 7 30 1026 0 S AR, By
RRTRMARILMONA . (3R “ VAR FIE “Soll LIt , SSGURTT BB AT A4 R,
B0 AR MR T TSI SEE AT SR T8 (PSS, L B
B MR RS X T YRS IR A TS SEIORE, 9L BARAA B,
B “BARRIUI T AN “ TGRS A SN | RS PR T O M
(R, A9 R NS (supra-individual entities HIAT i, S8 {55 AR AEIE ISR A AR
i, BOARE AN, L “BIER" 0], BIEUN “ TAMG (R SR 4
RO EA E SR G A S RIS (BRI, ARG AN X%
Ui, RGBTSR BN R AR, JRIAET, SRR AT Bk
T LA RO, BV TABRZ WA AR, ST ICNE T DY I BB R
PRIEAT S ORI T RZ, AR TABAE MR, (B “BEELE" , B “ft A7)
BVRTSCHLH B, RERS " W& FBIRTAT RN

PR, AMERIBEATE 2R UL . AV ZHEE, Hin B “H60L” %, AR FR KR
PR, BI6T UM SURMMT S A AR S A AR, 3 BRI T3, VEARZA TR
REIFIRIE T S AR R, D, 0 T, TORIET FRHA ORI 4 5 T AR 353
MARBUE 2 KR, FARKI BRI AR OGS, TRBT —E0XRM, —RTAMH
BRZAPYOR, FREIL SR S IR VR, TR VAR I el — R R AT P B
BRbP, VR RARA AN S RATEEAAIR, WARERNHTR, iRk
SR, TAEBITTRT 5% . SMERBE TR, MRS TR TR %R, T
HET R . AR R I ORI, BRI, 3B SRR R: W8, %1
NI T A AT, SO I VRIRHOC R, WUTTRERISS VEAKE “ B < BRE, J7ikig A
EXH M ARSI, TRHAGER KRR T IOTEI% , SRR M A R 2
B, A ARORE TR T A 22 AR

R, UKW RS, TR TR IR S0, BRI R
RSB IR LR B S IURREITA 1 2B %) . A RIS El, WA A S
R ARRRE S AL TR, T AL S0 AMIORRE. - FERCRMIL T, SRADBEF BT 2 T
AR, [SUESARGAA SN, WERMAR, LIGRIEHL. A2 MR X2 2
BRI, #3RATAS SR B M), AR SE MR | 2/ Yk SR, Il
SOl HOR, GEARBEVET 0. B0« SN SCECBEAR IR F T A R /MAB BB PERD B 01
AT, EVR BRI B e A USRI B D36 T8 12 B R REBR I HBR 2 B
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RERONE” 5o R “NAARBEVESL S R HL, K 2l BE BT BRI FEHLRITBORE T - B, 1R
IRHTRE FEIRCR A “ AR (black-box explanation) & I #5252 L8 2 AL FIAFAE, AR FAM A TH 1)
HARZhR, R0 TR G BRI R . 70 R LAtz Y, e R A B b 2. i,
THERANNES W ARSAZE “HIREEE” R NME S SR Z R A MRS, G
I R 25 R R B

23, FHERAD AE X% DFHE

BRIR IR B 5 e A N SO A 3= 2L 0 £ R, AR 0 N = R E . ORISR K B
ERUEESS LR N0

RN WBRIRITREIR E SCrh, JRATTRES AT 2SR IR TR 10 D 4518 R 3 e B — Rk ik
XRE, FEAIRBE, HIATHTE SR IS IG, A ANME,  AilA 8 R [ 24N BEfE
BAL BB M EH AL, I SR BRI G5 AN AR e A 8 SR B MR R T, WAMARFE. H K
F AT I RAERE -

UM : PR R BT D7 3208 N 3 S D REMRRE R 15 58, DO B T HRAE B S oW il
WHAFIRANARZ H A e R AR A AL IR . B DIRefiRe, U F S0 A 1R 52 B Ja Rk e )
i, B MRS NSO A At as A, eIk s D 5 B SO IXAE RS, A D B
Bnl” , BURWURHE Y, DRGSR LT ARk E. BUA BRSSP A T X
FPINREMERE, BRIRHRF I ONIX R B RN BIMARSE, A R AMAER R, —ARER[6].

BEERE S ARG SRR B e BB IR IR O R N A E X EE TR, Ay
MMEAT AR S, AL FEARELH T3 NSO AN U5 2 BEPER B AN, IMALE
TS 2 R PRI, SRS B (Rl S AT 2 R 6 5 SR T, A0 i BB A2 1 BRI R DR B3R M
Romif, AMAAT ORI B IEEERER I TR AT SR PR, JF B P AR RO E B, RA
FIERPE S PR A RE R AR NI AT 0 UL bt P AR O M A A 22 B R . R R B T B A A 2 T,

AR AR I SR A TR SE LA E A AR, 2SR MAIE S R HAR AT NI OL T, i el e g
PR WA R SRR B T R At 2 5, I MAZ MR SR S50 R R, KX B EIE SRR N
FEo

3. RRHBAZERIAENEDSRBEXEFFHEA

BRORBTRAE A THE R NSO B g MBS AT 7 BB e, fEHACRE (S B) B, x5
SRS BN DT AT B, X T AR, IS HTNERA A Ui S B R S A ME S
RIRIEHEIRSE, WAMETTH AR HAFHT MR R R T BUAE S, BIIERPMAEX
B2 TS B BUA AR, R SR AR SRR A GO . BEAh,  BRIRHREIE R B e 8 3 X
Yepitirine, BEIAERD AT NGB ST AR CRTRMRAESE, IR H AR
S, WOR TR, WAMRMEZHUR, SRR T S B G AL A, (L RENE IR A M A
SR ENERZ A7)

MIRIR IR (IR FE SRR AT AR, A6 7 iR iR S A AR AL, AR Al B S B S
A FIA N S5 e B v B TR BRI RE, #0T BUE B BTA . & S ftond 5 5 JB
THRERE T T RO, XAEREA I M v B 3 SRR paT DL R A A0 . fhAE B 5 35
(PR S J8) XA, TPk iis F S A R vl AR ST Horb e B R BHEZ 2 IR T8
FORBIBARIEL, (HSOIMAFEAS NEZ, A% K BHIE (A% O AR U I A IS BHIE R e 1Y), i HL
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FREEAWTIIZZ, FER R SRR, T HSEMZ AR KRB R, IMHE 12 WS AHIE
o (HARER, XABHEZE ERS T HFRARS T ViRE, 2MEEEIAMESZ 11—
PR o0 BRI EURS e i AHIEVA PR AR R b A B DL S S B 025 7 T AR RO, S B
FERS WAL A, T AR T MR BIE i o

T, SRIRMRE UL v BB 2 o T R B R M BT A T A B O A, DS SRR e — R
G BT I B RHIEVE R BEAT F AR, AU BHIE T ST LA “ 0 #ri7 F 5 oREATRIE . BRIk iy
WA, AR GEESE) b, SRRSO R TR EYE T — L E A R A M SRR SR . 1K
TSR R AN SR PR AN 25 A SR B, AN A BEANE BE A SRIEG, T AN B 5 S SR HL ] ek R 2% A1 A 5T
BRIRWTREAE RS e B b PR P RS S8 FEG R PP AR A AR DR B IR EAT 15 %% il oy By se BAE H 1
(AFF2 ) (1857-1858)F i | MAK /RN A, IXXSAE (T2 Tha) (1857-1858)F1 (HEA L)
o BT A W RSN . Sy A (AU TR (1857-1858) it “F i BN s 7o ity BN AT
P 7 BORWRF N, X2 S T MR ARG B — PR R IR, AR RR AR, XAl
IHRARIE AL SR A5 A2 2 TR 8]

RREITNAE ORAEARAR) ROt PN RRIERUEEAT 7 IR, St 75 € 2 75 38 IR A S B A A2 11
FEARRE . BURBTRE T, 508 2 58 WA 8 32 5 BT A T SCHI B 1 367 2 S BE AL, R
A% T LB o JB R R0 a2 U R AT DA AN Y T IR TE 2l R G PSR EEAT AR U B o AR BTRRAE 20 S0 A
Hrit, R AR 2 R A AEIRES B AR = NS B, B R i pe q BB r RERIR,
HAMERTUA TR A, B py q LR r R=ABr B AELUHRRE) s HR, A p B r I LFR—A
FIRESEILIT. Jm, AN q FRRIEIE] p RPIRAS, M2 ATTRESEELN . S BIE B CEEE M (B TH)
HRO] o B AR R HE A A S 2 B R, S B — S NBI TR R TK s S — MR CRS
BIMHT: BN SR I S = ANEE S RGEATAT A, SR R R REE SRR, (HE 2 1000
MEE LSRR G, A LEE T A 2 SR E LA A% B AN TR AR R
WA S EA R (A, EAEAAAEE — TP R R ) EL AR

BORWRF I U, R T I A SR T AR K T ARIEVAI SR A . BT IR Ok
WREEEAH A, EANE KA, BIefle—M2ZRMEE; HREERRX—58, JAAMHK
Wrik, e E BRI AT, AERATEL. 7 XEFHEX S B RN — MR
SCE N, T ELR A TR T LA AR ) — MR R o L m R BRI K 2B AR VR AT AU R MR
fl /R AR BIARILVA R, (EXHFAREORILAS 5 70 B 58 B R BRIE IS S5 8 . Ash, Hociie s
2220 YRR R AR AR BB QAT b AT ™ G VP, B B &uid, BARRARIET A MG AIE
B BHIEZIFAZ R KB EGIEAE B LA E B 5 o (BB R ks SR 5 i, RS 4
W28 ) IR BHIE IR O AR HEAT TR 20, IR RS J0T0s S AR JEU U ) &8 A S R R PR A 2K

4. 4578

PUOMRR IR, SR IHER DN E =R, DR Dt S e EpR RS 2 ik, IR -
B FAVEEZHOR A, 555, (BRI S r 8 3 G A AR, Bk Hirs AR BRI s B R
WA 5 oe T OB A, AR R AR S A TR AN 5 R 48 S AN AR ] AR
IR AR e BRI — L8 RATRL  W] B A7 AE R R, (BN TT A A2 A A — 500 et PR
JCHARA IR 25T CAZE FRAT 5 SR (K s AT OB [9] o IX B FRATRATT AR I VE R AR N
SORAMEMARIEE AT HE AT LR AR IR T B2 M E, EARANITIERKDA
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B, SRFERATA BRI ARIER AT 5 R A SR A
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