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Abstract

This paper takes the two texts of “Theory of Sexual Evil” and “Persuasion” in Xunzi as the core texts,
and systematically examines the intrinsic correlation between Xunzi’s theory of human nature and
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educational thought. Xunzi takes “The Theory of Sexual Evil” as the theoretical foundation, and reveals
the necessity of human nature transformation through the philosophical construction of “transform-
ing Nature and raising falsehoods”; at the same time, Xunzi takes the idea of “Persuasion” as the
practical path, and puts forward the educational methodology of accumulating goodness to become
virtue. The educational methodology of accumulating goodness and virtue. The two constitute a
complete theoretical system: the theory of sexual evil provides an ontological basis for educational
practice, while the idea of persuasion establishes a practical programme for the theory of sexual
evil. This relationship of theoretical interdependence not only avoids the moral dilemma caused by
the theory of sexual evil, but also enables the idea of education to obtain a philosophical foundation,
reflecting the dialectical unity of theoretical and practical rationality in Xunzi’'s thought, which is of
great significance to the understanding of the development of the Confucian philosophy of mind and
nature.
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