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Abstract

The “Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844” is a seminal work by Marx, rich in content
that spans economics, ecology, and philosophy. In this work, Marx systematically expounds his aes-
thetic theory, which centers on the proposition that “labor practice creates beauty.” Grounded in
the philosophy of practical ontology, Marx argues for the core proposition that “labor practice
creates beauty,” criticizing how alienated labor under capitalism distorts the value of “beauty.” He
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emphasizes that only through the movement from reality to the future can aesthetic liberation, the
comprehensive development of individuals, and the establishment of a “free kingdom of beauty” be
achieved. Marx’s aesthetic thought remains relevant and continues to hold unique significance and
value for the development of contemporary aesthetic thought and the advancement of aesthetic
practices.
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