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Abstract

The Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 stands as a seminal text in the embryonic devel-
opment of Marx’s philosophical thought. The theory of “alienated labor” serves as its central con-
cept. Drawing upon Hegelian idealist dialectics, Marx transcends the abstract nature of speculative
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philosophy by shifting the focus of alienation from the realm of spirit to concrete material produc-
tion practices. This concept became Marx’s sharp instrument for critiquing political economy, ena-
bling him to dissect the inherent contradictions of capitalist private property and expose its sup-
pression of human essential potential and alienation. Marx’s theoretical pursuit extends beyond
clarifying the historical limitations of private property to exploring practical pathways for over-
coming alienation, restoring human essential potential, and achieving free and comprehensive hu-
man development.
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