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Abstract

In the “Mencius: Chapter and Sentence of Gaozi”, Mencius and Gaozi, in their debate on the good and
evil of human nature, clearly put forward the “theory of innate goodness”, and through themes such
as the distinction of human and poultry natures and the debate on life and nature, established the
theory of innate goodness centered on the “Four Extremes Theory”. Once the theory of innate good-
ness was published, scholars throughout history conducted in-depth discussions and studies on it
from various perspectives. The debate over why the theory of innate goodness exists has always
been ongoing. This article selects five perspectives to discuss Mencius’ theory of innate goodness,
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explores its fundamental connotations, reveals its unique value in history, and profoundly influ-
ences the thoughts and doctrines of later Confucian scholars. It also serves as a spiritual guide for
modern society in pursuing lofty ideals.
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