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Abstract

The concept of good and evil is an eternal theme in the development of human society, concerning
both individuals’ moral judgment and behavioral choices, and being closely linked to social ethical
norms and value systems. In the history of philosophy, many thinkers have deeply explored the es-
sence, origin, and social role of good and evil, forming rich theoretical achievements. As one of the
founders of Marxism, Engels’ concept of good and evil embodies the core ideas of Marxist philoso-
phy, providing a unique perspective for understanding and analyzing social moral phenomena in
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the contemporary era. With the acceleration of globalization and the integration of multicultural-
ism, the concept of good and evil has shown new characteristics and challenges: traditional moral
concepts need to be reconstructed in modern society, and emerging social problems and technolog-
ical developments have brought unprecedented dilemmas. This study aims to systematically sort
out the connotation, formation, and historical evolution process of Engels’ concept of good and evil,
explore its contemporary social value, reveal the core essence of the concept of good and evil and
its internal connection with the social economic structure through in-depth analysis of his relevant
works, and clarify its important significance in contemporary social moral construction.
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