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Abstract

Since the middle of the 20th century, the global political landscape underwent profound changes,
and the colonial system in Asia, Africa and Latin America gradually disintegrated. During this his-
torical process, many Third World countries that had long been under colonial rule successively
broke free from colonial shackles and achieved national sovereignty and liberation. However, their
sovereignty did not lead to independent development and prosperity. Many left-wing scholars real-
ized that even if the colonial mantle was removed from the periphery countries, the core countries
could still control many developing countries through various means and methods, forming “decol-
onized imperialism”. Against this backdrop, the center-periphery dependency relationship emerged,
and the theory of imperialism witnessed a new wave of research. As one of the representatives of
dependency theory, Dos Santos’ dependency theory has a significant impact on modern interna-
tional relations and development theory, and is regarded as a supplement and improvement to the
theory of imperialism. In his book “Imperialism and Dependency”, he provided a detailed analysis
and explanation of the cells of traditional and new imperialism. Since the 21st century, with the
development of science and technology, developed capitalist countries based on digital technology
have gradually formed digital imperialism. Only by analyzing the cells of digital imperialism—digi-
tal platforms from the perspective of dependency theory can we better find the key to breaking free
from dependency.
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