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Abstract

In Kant’s Critique of Pure Reason, imagination, as the mediating ability between sensibility and in-
tellect, has evolved in its theoretical positioning, marking the deepening of the transcendental phil-
osophical system. In version A, imagination is endowed with the function of transcendental synthesis,
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integrating the diversity of sensibility through “triple synthesis”, but its spontaneity and lack of
ruleslead to a break with the category of intellect. Version B redefines imagination as “the transcen-
dental application of intellect to sensibility” by introducing schemata, and uses time schemata as the
medium to achieve the heterogeneous connection between category and intuition, thereby ensuring
the universal necessity of empirical objects. This paper analyzes the different interpretations of im-
agination in versions A and B, revealing how Kant turned from “subjective synthesis” to “transcen-
dental schemata” to solve the problem of objective validity of knowledge.
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