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Abstract

Theodor Adorno occupies an important position in the development of the Frankfurt School and
Western Marxism. The prevalence of German fascism, the development of mass media under total-
itarianism, and the cultural development of the United States at the time gave rise to Adorno’s crit-
ical theory of the culture industry. Adorno’s critical theory of the culture industry provides an in-
depth analysis of the phenomenon of the culture industry in late capitalist society, profoundly rec-
ognizing that the domination of the masses by capitalism no longer adopts forms similar to exploi-
tation and oppression as before, but instead adopts more concealed cultural forms. Adorno’s analysis
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of the cultural industry phenomenon in capitalist society from multiple perspectives also holds ref-
erential significance for the development of China’s cultural industry. Analyzing Adorno’s critical
theory of the culture industry can provide theoretical ideas and feasible methods for the develop-
ment of China’s cultural industry.
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