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Abstract

Yueji stands as the seminal work representing Confucian aesthetics of music. Discourse on Music
Yuelun traces the origin of music back to Heaven and Earth, ultimately grounding it in metaphysical
reality. This demonstrates that Confucian musical thought points towards a metaphysical foundation.
The Sages, Fa Tian Xiang Di, established li and yue. Fundamentally, this yue possesses various objec-
tive functions, among which its educational function is paramount. However, when this music be-
came integrated with the ruling class and transformed into a form of normative structure, people
eagerly conformed to this standardized liyue. This very adherence, ironically, obscured its true
orientation—the metaphysical reality.
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