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Abstract

Zhang Taiyan criticizes the Neo-Confucianism of the Song and Ming Dynasties for its emptiness of
human nature, and also disagrees with the idea that Yangming’s followers despise etiquette and
advocate internality. He believes that its statement of human nature is reasonable, but in fact it des-
pise etiquette and despise religion, and mistakenly replaces the norms of etiquette with the theory
of conscience, which leads to the loss of morality of Confucians. Nevertheless, Zhang Taiyan still rec-

ognized the moral consciousness contained in Wang Yangming’s “unity of knowledge and action”,
and on this basis, combined it with the bold character of Zilu, and put forward the concept of
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“Confucian swordsman” with both moral ideal and action courage. It is not only a transcendence of
the disadvantages of the traditional ranger’s “self-reliance”, but also a realistic interpretation of the
Confucian ideal of “sacrifice for righteousness”. Through the double criticism and integration of
Confucianism and chivalry, Zhang Taiyan created a new type of Confucian image that is both rational
and courageous. This kind of personality ideal transcends the traditional knight-errant’s emphasis
on emotion and contempt for reason, and is also different from the empty talk of Neo-Confucianism
in the Song and Ming Dynasties, showing the moral thinking path in the face of the crisis of the times.
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