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Abstract

“Return of the experimenter” is a difficult problem that Collins Abstract: The “return of the experi-
menter” is a problem that Collins proposed that we cannot avoid in scientific practice, judging
whether the experimentis correct or not need to rely on the results, and judging whether the results
are credible or not need to experiment whether it is correct or not, resulting in a cycle. Collins
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argues that an effective way to break this cycle is through social consultation. This solution is con-
troversial and does not solve the problem of “return of the experimenter”, which still faces many
problems. Based on conceptual repetition, this paper tries to solve the problem of “return of the
experimenter” by accumulating consistent evidence across disciplines, and suggests that we should
avoid insisting on direct repetition and try to use conceptual repetition to accumulate consistent
evidence through research in different disciplines and methods, so as to bypass the reliance on a
single experimental repetition.
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Figure 1. Cyclic graph of “return of the experimenter”
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