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Abstract

Historical initiative is manifested as the practical trait of human beings’ active transformation of
the world based on their understanding of historical laws. Its essence lies in the conscious assump-
tion of one’s mission by the historical subject under specific social conditions. This article, centered
on the Marxist theory of historical initiative, elaborates on the specific connotations of historical
initiative, which are the dialectical unity of scientificity and regularity, the dialectical unity of peo-
ple-orientedness and class nature, and the dialectical unity of practicality and development. It
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reveals that historical initiative originates from three dimensions: the movement of basic social
contradictions is the internal driving force, the dominant position of the people is the fundamental
basis, and theoretical guidance and practical application are the guarantee and support. Based on
this, this article delves into the practical implications for contemporary college students from four
aspects: establishing a correct historical perspective, cultivating historical confidence, fostering
historical sentiment, and forging historical responsibility. It discusses how contemporary college
students can transform historical initiative into action consciousness, contributing to social pro-
gress and national rejuvenation while realizing their personal value.
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