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Abstract

Wang Yangming, born Wang Shouren, styled Bo’an, hailed from Yuyao, Zhejiang. As one of the lead-
ing figures of Song-Ming Neo-Confucianism, he was the consummator of the School of Mind; his phil-
osophical thought stands as the essence of traditional Chinese culture, and an understanding of it
can also bolster the cultural confidence of the Chinese people. The “Enlightenment at Longchang”
was a crucial turning point in Wang Yangming philosophy: it not only laid the foundation for his
School of Mind but also subverted and transcended Zhu Xi’s philosophy, remedying the theoretical
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deficiencies of Cheng-Zhu Neo-Confucianism. Against the historical backdrop of the mid-Ming dyn-
asty, Wang—prompted by doubts and dissatisfaction with Zhu Xi’s learning—combined his own
lived experiences to open a new path toward the learning of the sages.
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