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Abstract

Based on the temporal philosophy of “The Book of Changes”, this paper moves beyond the linear
view of time and the perspective of other-worldly beliefs prevalent in Western traditional philos-
ophy, focusing instead on “intergenerational time” as its core concept. It elucidates a view of time
grounded in familial continuity and ethical practice, arguing that this view does not constitute a
transcendental structure but rather manifests as a practical form of “family” as an organism of dura-
tion unfolding through time. Through a “receiving-preceding” spiral mechanism, it integrates past,
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present, and future generations into a shared field of meaning, enabling individuals to achieve a
form of immanent continuity based on ethical life and historical reality by embedding themselves
within the lineage and historical transmission of the family. This profoundly reflects the humanistic
spirit in Chinese philosophy and offers profound wisdom for modern individuals seeking to anchor
their lives.
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