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Abstract

“Actuality” (Wirklichkeit) is a pivotal category in Hegel’s logical system. Unlike the conventional
understanding that equates “reality” with sensible objects, Hegel defines “actuality” as an existence
that contains essence within itself—a unity formed when thought and being sublate their immediacy
and externality. Consequently, within speculative philosophy, actuality and reason are not diametri-
cally opposed as in commonplace views; rather, they are mutually transformative. Hegel criticizes
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Kant for trivializing reason and refutes his claims that humans cannot know things-in-themselves but
can only apprehend phenomena. He emphasizes that reason can grasp the actual core of things, rather
than remaining confined to their external forms (i.e., the phenomenal world). Moreover, reason is ca-
pable of continually actualizing itself within the real world, instead of perpetually striving toward an
unattainable highest good in the beyond. Hegel acknowledges that Spinoza’s “substance” constitutes
the genuine starting point of philosophical inquiry. Simultaneously, he clarifies that categories such
as actuality, substance, and necessity are merely developmental moments within the logical system,
not truth itself. Philosophy must not remain at this initial stage but should advance to the category of
the “Concept” (Begriff), which embodies self-consciousness and the principle of individuality.
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