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Abstract

Liberty and necessity have long appeared as a set of opposing categories in the development of mod-
ern Western philosophy. In his work An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, Hume proposed
that all debates concerning liberty and necessity arise from ambiguities in terminology, and pro-
vided detailed explanations for both terms. First, from an empiricist standpoint, he interpreted ne-
cessity as causal relationships—that is, the constant conjunction of phenomena summarized by the
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mind through habit. Second, building on this, he argued that necessity governs not only the natural
world but also the human mind, meaning that specific causes necessarily produce specific effects,
thereby establishing a foundation for human liberty. Thus, he defined liberty as the ability to choose
to act or not to act. Finally, he demonstrated that liberty and necessity are not opposed; rather, lib-
erty is opposed to constraint. However, by comparing Hume’s views with those of other philoso-
phers on liberty and necessity, we find that the debate cannot be reduced solely to terminological
ambiguity but also stems from differences in perspective.
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