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Abstract

The problem of the relationship between “liberty and necessity” has a long history and has re-
mained a persistent focus of philosophical inquiry for over two millennia. As a complex and challeng-
ing issue, it has elicited divergent views among philosophers from different schools of thought, which
may broadly be categorized into determinism, indeterminism, compatibilism, and incompatibilism.
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This paper concentrates on Hume’s discussion of “liberty and necessity” in A Treatise of Human Na-
ture, with the aim of examining his views on the matter and thereby deepening our understanding
of this enduring philosophical problem. The discussion will proceed along three lines: first, Hume’s
conception of “necessity” in the A Treatise of Human Nature; second, his conception of “liberty”; and
third, his overall account of the relation between “liberty and necessity.” It is hoped that the analysis
offered here will not only enrich theoretical research on the relation between “liberty and necessity”
but also provide new perspectives and options for addressing related issues in contemporary social
life.
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