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Abstract

Zhang Zai’s theory of Qi regards “Qi” as the fundamental substance of all things in the universe, while
“Xiang” (phenomenal manifestation) represents the expressive form of “Qi”. This paper reveals the
significance of “Xiang” within Zhang Zai’s philosophical system, elucidates the relationship between
form (“Xing”) and manifestation (“Xiang”), and contributes to the understanding of two key propo-
sitions: “Where there is Qi, there is manifestation” and “All manifestations are Qi”. The concept of
“Xiang” serves as the pivotal axis of Zhang Zai’s philosophical system of Qi theory, carrying important
functions in the construction of its theoretical framework.
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