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Abstract

Marx’s thought on the essence of man is primarily based on critically inheriting Feuerbach’s ideas.
This article elaborates on both Feuerbach’s and Marx’s thoughts on the essence of man, with the
fundamental reason for the differences in their thoughts arising from their different modes of cog-
nition. Feuerbach is intuitive and sensory, whereas Marx, while inheriting Feuerbach’s concept of
“sensory objects,” proposed “sensory activities.” He believes that Feuerbach’s understanding remains

NESIM: BE. fURERAREZ G S AR &k, 2025, 14(10): 168-173.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2025.1410515


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.1410515
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.1410515
https://www.hanspub.org/

CE

at the old materialism; although both start from reality, Feuerbach primarily understands man from
nature, lacking social historicity, and remains at the level of the abstract idea of man. In contrast,
Marx recognized the status of practice in people’s lives, truly realizing a starting point from reality
that acknowledges the social historicity of human essence. This article discusses Marx’s concepts of
“labor” and “real man” to transcend the essence of the “abstract man” in Feuerbach’s sensory intui-
tion, and further elaborates on the theory of “the essence of human needs.”
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