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Abstract

Taking “realistic individual” as the entrance of historical materialism, the thought of “realistic individ-
ual” provides us with a unique perspective to examine and understand human existence and human
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development. By examining the activities and relationships of the “realistic individual”, Marx and
Engels analyzed the laws of social and historical development. In addition, the attention to the living
situation of “realistic individuals” enabled Marx and Engels to analyze and expose the reality of cap-
italism, from the law of social and historical development. While analyzing the social reality, they
took the free development of the “realistic individual” as the theoretical base and its value goal.
Based on this, they put forward the realistic requirements for carrying out a revolutionary experi-
ment, and objectified the realization of this value goal into a historical necessity. Thus, they not only
put the idea of “realistic individual” into practice, but also provided a scientific and realistic way for
realizing the “true community” with the ultimate goal of human free development.
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