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Abstract

“Da Fa Zi Ran” is a core proposition in Laozi’s philosophy, originating from Chapter 25 of Dao De Jing
(Tao Te Ching): “Man models himself on Earth, Earth on Heaven, Heaven on the Dao, and the Dao on
Ziran.” This statement reveals the relationship between the “Dao” and “Ziran”, yet it also gives rise
to theoretical perplexities. If “Fa” (models oneself on) is interpreted as “to imitate” or “to follow,” then,
as the “Dao”—the fundamental principle of the universe—why does it still need to “follow” Ziran?
Does this imply that “Ziran” is superior to the “Dao,” leading to a hierarchical structure of “five great
entities” (Man, Earth, Heaven, Dao, Ziran)? This question remains unresolved to this day. Scholars
both at home and abroad have offered interpretations of the meaning of “Ziran,” but previous stud-
ies have rarely focused on foreign scholars’ understandings, translations, and the derived new con-
notations of “Ziran.” This paper intends to examine the understandings and translations of “Ziran”
by scholars both in China and overseas.
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T R —ERPEE AR, CHR” AR GEfEL) . HEHEA)
B T EARINEE, BLE 2B HRAET I, BT a7 MEBRPIHER T aE. (7)) T
“CEIEART BN WA O R R, T2 A E A T 2 R R AL TV
HAR” X Rk R IE ) IS R PR N . AT ZEA 48 24T “ Ik B AR IRSERIRT SR

2. “ER" REEY
BR AR X-HE - EHAREZE. LM AMER AR 5300 AR MEAF.
21, HRIFA “BR”

MRS 7 A BB T DUTE < EAR T IS, B (UDCiE T « BED T “H, A, RETE. 7 [1]
“H” TAERE SRR AR, KT IR AR T RIRAR, ASORIREE, M (FhAET) e
“RZHEWMT [21MRESIHOY EIRT . R o BUREME (BOOWTIE) P “BERIIE A X
M, Cth, BRM, E5lfz. 7 BHESRNFRERLRES, S MNEARN & TR R MR, K
NT—ARET. “A”7H“AC” . “BH7EEE, “A7 THENABRER B S S
£ CRiE - 2m) o “BHH=8857, BAXEK“E” 5 “B” £ EAERHENKR, #Rm T
EAH.

AR FAE (RSO « KERD s, “R, . Ak, IR, 7 [HEBEET, 4
(SO R HRR. a7 AERRSE, For S KAR, HASOREE, BUOIIERA BARE, m “R”
RS, Joon T “R7 MEkE. A, “R7 78 W7 . CRBEIRE T &5 1 (T Y
EOR 7 [A)E 1818 5] H O AR “ gk o #E (T « FEFERE) B I BRI AR AW, [SIXE “R”
LR ESIME O MEERIE) HEHE R KIESG AN R e ER. [BlER R
TAEBAR T, ST AT . it SFREIEE.

HCE7 MR AR, RELT GEMEA) F b hE N, kR, RIEE, EEH
e 7 EiE CHRE, LMZE, FRZEE. 7 [T A (BTEA) BE—Sm cEaR, T
fiifth. 7 [8]RH] “ B RATERAMRANIE, smiABIN . B WKENE.  “BR7 Tl sl
g, B B R, O CE S o A& TVAI M AT LBy RN A B ik, 2RI
MRS . PRBRRORE T B A QAR B 7. R BLE I “ BR” L — A4 d 2 101,
B S 2B MRS E R . SR BRI, ARET A8, A S RERE K. 24,
RANABEIN LR S E B R PIR S “ AR B —Fh kDL

19 ), BEE AR SR BENE N, PPRA (R &F¥EH, K “nature”
BN AT, “BRY TGS IGE “nature” XN, EHZEETSOVRAERTIIAE . B IRIITE SO
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REGF RS, BRITIREAE N T RS2 5

PR, DOEFEIE A < BR7 hDOE SO M SHR B SORRA MR, —idZ 3, 3%
AR R F, AT LR AZIE . ANCARPRZS o K5 7575 1 “ nature” 13 il & = 2 A HL S & 3,
£ “CHR” AR SRR EST T, EfR A EARS, RIS SIS . R R
FRIRIPIRZS, SRS N TR, 2 “ R M ERA R EsES, “BR7 5 “A
N7 RESL, B A AR LN S E A . 2 “ BT AEE G B EDA B B T, B R Dk S
MR, AERIHARETRR. 2 “BR7 EHECRIESET, EAHEREUY, SRR B RRE.
KERZE,

22. {EF@E “AR"

“EHAR” HRMIE CEMEL) FIFHBLT 5K, JERMHE UK, SR AR BIARRE. (FE
T BOK) BB SIUE, RER BSE, g, BIEA. BB BUNKR, EUECKAS, TS
Mg, ESFIZIR, REREE. 7 [SIXAHETH BB AR, H3ZEER RN B, 2R
TR BRANES N THHIX 7y, 55 B AFORS . (R T « BUED s« Rz BR7,
(915 LA F AR 5%, ISR AR 2 A, siifve B EM AR 2 . “ Bz vk, BRIK BRI,
A FEAt, R DUONE , [OMBAREL T BRI ISR E . e “ B8 T EimM Rt
—P KR, HBIERITE. R ERBEARI, BRI R BRMIRIAE, AR AN
. Bl RRMMKEE, BHRGRER. AN ERBRASERMBERNEE. “BR” FHAE
PG TR R, AT E RS EIE# S RONANE . W ATE . B, JR4E

£ GEMEZ) TR “BR”7, NREMERE, “B7 SREMNETERE, K7 =26 “m” KR
& aR ARRmL, ARSMPTERNT o EWRE “BARE, EMZE, IRz, 7 [T (EEL)
“ARET ERER” NETEHENR LR T8N BRI ERIEN, AN R, il
RER AEBGRBARRIDY AR AE” . N . “RAEWNT SREEA. KR AR Ik
TRERF A RIR, T “ BARTIR” BPREEUR I 27008, EREITIEZ B R TIR Y,
ARG T H B TRORM, ABANME R s 1 .

ZTRUE “BR”, ARSI T “TE” ZAMNR AR, T BT AR PESA . e
SRR A SN PRAS, RIS E S RENEAT, AMRBOMER % . XA “ B RS
Bly a|” oG, B “IE” 8N B SR AEREER T, ARSI AMER SR . Z A
N, TR HRPR T T8, T CIE” AR H CRA R EEA R BT X R
W Pk, YRS ER N “ B8 R, IXAEARTIE T N, AR, RATE, JEIEA
R WBEREE T, R\MAZIR, M, 8, HAHZEEE AR XN,

3. ERFEEBEN “BR”

CEEART PN TEFNRZ O, AR RSO TR BRI T CEEAR” HEIEN
I, JF L “EE AR BRSER L, (R A S o CEE AR IR R BT DUR Rl AR

—REK CEEERT REAULAR, ACut, TRBGELE WEAE “ TE AR, TCNE
W, 7 [8] (EMEHLEM) HEEH “ 98 B="F, HAKBRMmD. 7 [101%ENN “ T8 2K,
DA, B RAR . 3k 98 ZAME AR, 7 [11] et RERTR) hEkiy, &
THBPE B R, SR BARTARK IR, kAR 0l AU HRM . [1215 K221 (hE
Tags) i ¢ CONEM, AR, RiEE, EEANR RIFARYN, TEZ L, B F - AR
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NOGERTHGE o B e PURT , BN L H o R L Gl B, HURRBR W
ATTIMTEEI TRIRMRER. ‘B, B—MBAWE, AR RI—FARA, Frel bsc Ryt U,
BAU CHK . ZBFM CEZEL BRI BAEE R k. 7 (13X R R R
WH “HE” A “BR7 1EME, EREEWRMEN, AHEIEYE, AREEE—AEL, (HX
MHGE “9:7 R SOX—iik,

FENR PR TS MR R, R R 2R, N CEERT R YT ik H O R, ik
ISEAE (R EE BT EMEREREEIR) R “BriE EEaR MEEDACKE. ‘B WEC
bz &. 7 [MAFFIE CEG RIS iy “B%, 27 XRENE., IR FERR T2 Bt
FMER L, EARSER TE VARG TF——BAMR. 7 [ISUFREAE CETEE) i <
FRER” RN ¢ 8 RUEEAC. 7 [16]WPUETE (BBEFERARI) ¥ ¢ GE RS
MRRIE, A MPIETRGE, Bl RsiEd | O B RAAER 2. 7 [17]

HEMEBRAEN TR SRR, AT TR CEIEER” & BT ML AR RNZE.
XISERBYL “ TEILER BRIERSGE AR EN R T . 7 (18X PRI “IEVEER” HAR
“IE” PZARME, TSR BN AEN—FIEN, TARSIA . XIRBOANERNE B O B IEEAG
M CRFPEGE, AMUE CERT EAEENAEMEMENESGRET, mHEEE E ARFEENAR
BET. 7 [19]

PUSRNATE R ROEH A IR, Eik “EEER” £ B 30E “TWZBaR” 8. A “H
IRV AE “IE” 2 b, T “ B Wy —ME mEREEN . ERUCH ¢ CTERAR NE, AR
(RTTIHSE R mE TAE R B Y, AR EBER R AL o 7 [201FFE (AR
Wik (BT RTFHE—) R, iy “EEER” S EEIE YRR, WK, H
AR, EIRIERIME R R AR FIARRE N . 21 ERTERE CESEMMAER: ZT “HBEAR %
XEWY WU ¢ EEERT MEER GE G A 2B 7 [22] Wk R UiE B )
“HR , BB THER CERERT KE, BT E “EbAIR7, B YR, RK, MK, EIR
K7 o HX—BENERE, AN “HR” £ “B” 2 b, BARESHEMILTF “PIK” ZHM8E “HKR”
MITFE “ R” MRS, RS BME (EEESE) TRBE L TeEE, B E. 23]k
N, TEI AR R CREZET, EIE CARSIEN b BAT IR, EAAAR, CeRENRIETE,
205 F AR

TR “NIEBR” A RERES. £ “ Nikth, kR, KR8, 8aR7 264, il
NETFUNESAET “EEAR” MET “NEAR” , P2EE (8 “BR” MFER TR
—3CHIACK: B A, R AT, FAEEE. R, TR CE C. 7 [24)F LRCAA
R “HR” BT “E” 2 b, “HR” ARAIMET “E” MEEEN, m2Emii A EER, Wi
FNZEE, FERMIBANEIEA T HR. ZEE (EER 5 “GEaR” . 27 “BR” MENHZE0
By, AN CNVEHL, HER, RiEE, EEERT HSR DU SOEEREEE C NiER, VE
K, a8, AR o [543k Nk, K. B MR CNEERT , BRI “ NIEER” iR
PELEAT AT “IEIE ER Y I REREE . ZERX —RREEAR T B 5 AR MERNTAL, KA A
T A EARRRP IS . (HE A 2238 IR R BB AE — 2 L, TSR FRR N IR BT 52
4. ESNFEIERFR “‘BR7

E AN “EEER” A H OB, ERCGESF NS, 2255 ¥ (Roger T. Ames) [26]IA A
¥ GET B CROE” M BT FROE CBR, A E” CRENAAE, AR BIE. K.
i F. BARIFFIITIR . ARFIX R “ BR” SHEMONIMET I8 FREN, MR “iE A
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SR” ¥y “Way-making emulates what is spontaneously so” , F “spontaneously so” [ 47 Uit sk B A4% 45
PR “nature” , BRI “BR” JRAEMOLSHE, 2 “ER, BAEBATMIEMNNEEETR” o il “E
HEHR” R MR AR E RS, IS S N ES AR, 7E CEEZ) F+hE
CHEEEIER AR T, RN “We are spontaneously like this” , T LAE ARy B AR5 MR T TR
FITFFT A A2 E kKA. #4347 (Robert G. Henricks) [27]7E Lao-Tzu Te-Tao Ching 57, il Jy “ H4R”
HARMSL TIE P MEIEN], TR A BT R P A TER B R “self-so” o SEtRAT I8 i 1] Y5 2% 40 AT
N “BER” BIEW]E e “self-generating process (3 AE KRR 7, MAEERSH BARIEN . “BHR”
1) “ H (self)” 5 “SR(s0)” &4, 8 WAEE I A R B Cantb RS, A S B X AR s R AR AT
B BETE SO R, XTEE “ AR BT SRR “naturalness” . “the way of nature” . “spontaneity” ,
{EAd AT “naturalness (A<8R1E) 7, PIIAAIX AN ARG JF 0L “EkHR 7 B SRS E T,
Tk DL E B AR, HEEHE “ESR” 1R “the way of nature (4R 2 3E)” FEISMEM. Tk
IS “3E” 7 BRI B R A B B ARENIREL, MUCh “ B HARR ML TIE MR M ISR, T
B IBATIARIVIRAS . M K4E(David L. Hall) [26]55 2 5K 8 A8 Gl AL FimE) b, MhirE “BR”
PIANTT BN, AN RN Z BN “nature” T2 BN “whatis so of itself” T “spontaneouslyso” , fifs
SR AR AE R, # AR E AR B “Tao accords with what is naturally so” , 4B, 185 H RS
— VAR AR G AR R, R R RR AR BRI, AR ARIE I AR T AR CAERERET L AN “IE
AR B CERT AUEMAR B, ERARN AATT, KEXR AR SFEXR “iL7 X,
SR “EART ZIESREIVER AL AN

TMAE H A2 3 B s U DL b B & il o 32, BGp) SORE[28]45 & bk “ o EPE” OMES:, 1R
HARRIEN “TREE” A ATENRIAT AT AMEFAFTAACE, H AR B LT~ , FHiEx
HWEM 7 @b . &B/BRROPIEIAKY, “ER” M A £ Bs”, “R7 2 “at”, A
2 H S WA, “HEEERT B CERIEITAZIMERE T, A H AT A RAR < H
SREDESRFY” B, TS EESCARA Lo fhd s, TR E L T WIE AR B R B3Rk, Tk
EHGEE. £ (2T F o baEd, “BATRRE” SHHERN “ 387 RICH “AE T HIURE”,
SR /iR, TR gl “ad” j2lE, 1 3 2R IX — R NTE TP i B Ak sk, fr
PIAtIA A« FK” RIS SCAR A F MU A e . dth A B0 B S A FE R, Al “HR” —ETF
XPPEJE “RATI” T, “ORAT RIBIMERUE, “HR” RIENERL, MCh “EEAR” T E
JEAE MAME 5255 7] W EAPE I #5170

R E N R, T - F5F)(Auther Waley) [31]FEER “HR” , £HN “HEAL” il
A AREME, Aok, ERAE. VB - FREME (EEE) B, K “AR7 ¥k “the self-
s0” , MIECHIARTE, the TEIRIERTTHIE e LA AW, “selfso” &48 “HOAFIIFT” , M2k
HINRN CER TR L, AR PEE L EMNALR, EfRfEARD. BAMAR. BRMARN
A, MARANK. X487 John Minford) [32]%F “ HAR” MIBHIEAN “the So-of-Itself” . HAERHIE (i
) o5 25 BN, KRR N “Nature, the So-of-Itself” , 2 “IEEEER” - FIFh, WIHEH
WKE, the RIBLAH LW, So-of-ltself Bfa AL H OMFET, AR EEARIEIMIFEMEER, )
RS T ZFRAREAR, EHAPWER T 2 XN i B, MR RAR L R EAR” B
FAE AR — BB A AR A, BEHC T AR B “IAT AR AR GEA T T IS S A, IR AR S,
T B GEMEZA) ARS “W EAR” R R IREE— 2. AT «“ B8 I ER AR & g LA B AT
A LHy, BECOSGET MBS, TR, 7 [8]FT MK B SRR IR “the So-of-ltself” gk AT A H Atk
CHAR” MELfRR K CETATIE” , NN B R LHEBUETEY.
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5. ESMERERRmENIRE

A “HEVEARY FEVETT Bz R, HERmRmE —E W . £ LA IRKL, TR
BRIGIEARAE QAR B, AR “BR7 WMy R A s E RO, T2 1 3
YRR 22N AIRZI NG . BB “HEEAR” hiy “BR” IFAESekemt, T2 —fEN,
MR BRI AT E . R, LR T AT RER B TS A FIX — o, TR BN T
BARRIREE

5.1. BIFEMERERRE

“CTEVEE SR AE S B R AR RO SO S R AR, TR T SO B S SR AR ) S
EER” FHBS RGN BRI B T BT EE, MR, X HAN TR 8 AE VG 7 SCAG R R R AR E AR
HAA. AR B AR E S HIX— FR S ERE SRR ENC — MRS OB F AT 5, AT
AR JE N R Z0 ik, 10 HE 5 R ) Bt e TR R BT, “ HAR Y TR ARDUE IR IEYR
PR L LRI ERS, Mds “ B awik” feREs . (EEEBURE “ AR 7 b RN “nature”
M B PR R R B A BRI R AR SR . TEVE 7B S, X — M 0B A A T
Pk -

A BIRIEN “The Way of Nature” , IX—TaEH BN “HRZE” , BRTEIEL LIEM, (HARE
SEATIAEG CE” . “UET L “ERRY ZEHHINAERLR. 1MH “The Way of Nature” EJE iR B R fE N
HARIBR Lk AR T3, MW ES % IR . “The Natural Way” IX Rl % B4R T BUWEIE 1IN
HAARUR IS X, B EEERREZ T “BR” &, X “iEiEER” %0 B R, B
BT S RER I A TEVE H AR IS S — Bt E R TR 20, 40“ The Way of Nature and Law”
AL “IE” « 97 . “HERT IS, I8 “Harmony with Nature (55 F 4R F13)” F1 “Natural Order
(HARFRFP)” S5k,

5.2. “IEZBR” R FHFRE

TEIRBARE AN T, — S8y 22800 vk F AR R AR A B ) —Fp[EI R, 20 404,
PO AL AL Ty 88— IR RS, P IAR SC A 1 S S A A AT T B3 B A2 7 I AR . 7ERXPPS R,
“TEIRERT BORT TR RS B MO AR SR BB A TR . e SR BRARPE R TS T A
PROE T EH M A S SIS, T CEEAR” ANy —FIE R R s . H AR
FX B NFEMBAINS, ETAEPT ZFET UL IR T IARN ST (e, FOEAE BAA I IR %2
730 IXFPRLSTE TG 7 3 TP AR 2 T RERL, AT “IEVE AR BB S JC e i ARG B 28 1 B2,
RENE AR AL S PR it — ik kA o & SCRI DR 32 P 548 5] o 15 7 38 B R BRATTER AL 1 A A,
AR “IEVE AR M — RO AR AL R R, S AR AR A 2 S A A A v A

AR A, EAbE T “TEERR” KT URIRA . TN, 211 “EERR” BN
ARSI PR T EEBIR IR ERAERENTZ2E NN “EEER” TR B AR
ARG, EHRESEYN, 7 FRERRIE, RN FrERBERCRM TER.
ATHARIRAE S FAZ O A K IS, T2 FEHTEOE AL T SO s i 2 8, LR ERNH
SRNTEM AR, Po-Keung Ip [351IAK, VE ¥4 GehA2AE “ AR BIMA, 12+ 108 F5a i
N5 BRNTER R, TGN H SRR, X R SR RE A B0 B 22 AR I - 36t 4k, Richard
Sylvan #1 David Bennett [36]tHi\ K, “TBEIEER” N EATERRAE T IR T 250, AT NE R IE
NS0 35 SRS F A R0 SR B AECA R b K 2L % IR 8 5 ) AR T MR OSSR A
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