Advances in Philosophy ¥72£jt &, 2025, 14(10), 68-75 Hans X
Published Online October 2025 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.1410499

b g3 AL Tkt IR R IR 5 B 7R

F%E
RGO R 2 5 [ B, RS i

Weks . 202549 100 A EB: 20254F9H30H; KA H: 20254F10H11H

H E

A SCERW BT 20 AL TV HEAIES, B T 20 SR AT LEHIES, BoLRRA ST TR
PR SRR, IR BRIERORE SR, AR NHETE .. BIXERFER
RN EETRALE. FREEBNRARSE. RBE “TERREML” WaT “FsEEL” 1
R, (RSN T LRRE LR, BHXA BRI o BFUUMME, RRRFRREN RFFFHFA
XA TRRF, ARERRERESE .

K
%, SOk, ¥R2TEESIR, Hme

Dilemmas and Enlightenment of Adorno’s
Critical Theory of the Culture Industry

Luhong Li

School of Marxism, Hainan Normal University, Haikou Hainan

Received: September 10, 2025; accepted: September 30, 2025; published: October 11, 2025

Abstract

This article explores Adorno’s critical theory of the culture industry, which was formed in the con-
text of the capitalist crisis in the 20th century. Its core is to criticize the culture industry for elimi-
nating the independence of cultural aesthetics through standardized production, and for imple-
menting ideological control through entertainment packaging, thus turning the masses into passive
consumers. However, this theory has limitations, such as a traditional one-way communication
technology perception, an elitist stance that neglects the audience’s initiative, and a focus on the
“commodification of physical goods” that lags behind the “capitalization of symbols”. When drawing
on this theory, it is necessary to base it on China’s actual situation, be vigilant against the “alienation
of commodification” of culture, adhere to cultural values, and at the same time enhance the media
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literacy of the masses and regulate the order of the culture industry, providing a reference for China’s
cultural development.
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