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Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the “Difference Principle” proposed by John Rawls in his “A Theory of Jus-
tice”. The article first elaborates on the definition, purpose, and position of the Difference Principle
within Rawls’ justice theory framework, namely, as part of the second principle, it aims to arrange
social and economic inequalities in a way that benefits the “least advantaged” in society the most.
Subsequently, the core part of the paper turns to a critical discussion of the three main theoretical
dilemmas faced by this principle: first, the “original position” and the “veil of ignorance” that serve
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as its theoretical foundation are overly idealized assumptions, divorced from reality; second, the
definition of the “least advantaged” is ambiguous and difficult to accurately define in practice; third,
this principle may overly emphasize social responsibility, thereby weakening the responsibility in-
dividuals which should bear for their own choices and efforts. Finally, the article concludes that
despite these controversies, the Difference Principle holds significant value in promoting the shift
of justice theory from formal equality to substantive equality and provides intellectual resources
for thinking about contemporary social fairness issues.
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