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Abstract

In Schopenhauer’s philosophy of the will, we find a form of transcendental voluntarism: in The World
as Will and Representation, Schopenhauer conceives the “will” as an insurmountable metaphysical
reality that can only be temporarily subdued—through aesthetic contemplation or ascetic self-
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restraint—but never fully transcended. In this framework, reason functions merely as a tool serving
the will, lacking autonomous or transcendent power. By contrast, in Kant’s Critique of Practical Rea-
son, the concept of practical reason designates the faculty of self-legislation that enables moral law
to be determined independently of experience and desire, thereby granting the human being genu-
ine freedom in moral action. This paper explores whether Schopenhauer’s subordination of reason
to will can be theoretically revised through Kant’s notion of practical reason, and further examines
the complementary relationship between the two in terms of moral motivation and practical free-
dom. Ultimately, the paper reveals the possible role of reason in regulating desire and realizing
practical freedom, thereby filling the theoretical gap between Schopenhauer’s metaphysics of the
will and Kant’s philosophy of reason.
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