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Abstract

“The Second Integration” refers to the theoretical innovation of the in-depth integration of the funda-
mental principles of Marxism with China’s fine traditional culture. It marks the historic development
of the localization of Marxism in China from the practical level to the civilizational dimension. This
integration is not a simple combination, but an in-depth coupling based on the philosophical cores of
the two: in terms of ontology, Marxism'’s view of practice and the traditional cultural concept of “the
unity of knowledge and action” both focus on the transformation of the real world; in terms of meth-
odology, materialist dialectics and traditional dialectical thinking (such as the balance of yin and
yang, and adhering to the mean by avoiding extremes) form dynamic complementarity; in terms of
axiology, the goal of “human emancipation” in scientific socialism is highly consistent with the social
ideals of “Great Harmony Under Heaven” and “people-centered thought” in traditional culture; in
terms of praxeology, the historical logic of the localization of Marxism in China and the “upholding
fundamental principles while promoting innovation” gene of Chinese civilization activate each
other. Through mutual empowerment, “The Second Integration” transcends the dual opposition of
the modern “debate on the essence and function” (ti-yong debate). It not only endows Marxism with
the vitality of local culture, but also promotes the modern transformation of traditional culture, lay-
ing a foundation for the independent civilizational development of socialism with Chinese charac-
teristics. Its practical significance lies in providing ideas for reflecting on Western modernity issues,
constructing a people-centered modernization path, contributing Chinese wisdom to global civili-
zation by advocating concepts such as global common development and mutual benefit, and provid-
ing support for exploring a new civilizational form that embodies both universality and particular-

ity.
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