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Abstract

“Transcendental apperception” occupies an important position in Kant’s philosophical thought. His
discussions on “transcendental apperception” are mainly concentrated in the “Transcendental De-
duction of the Pure Understanding” section of the book Critique of Pure Reason. In the argument of
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the second edition, “transcendental apperception” is not only the logical starting point of the tran-
scendental deduction of the understanding, but also the highest principle for the application of the
understanding. Relying on the text of Kant’s transcendental deduction in the second edition, this pa-
per attempts to elaborate on the principle of synthetic unity of Kant’s “transcendental apperception”
from the following aspects: the relationship between “transcendental apperception” and combination,
the relationship between “transcendental apperception” and intuition, and the relationship between
synthetic unity and objective unity, so as to further clarify the core position of transcendental apper-
ception in Kant’s epistemology.
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