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Abstract

This study explores the reasons behind the emergence of “Al lovers” from an ethical perspective,
focusing on the reconfiguration of intimate relationships in modern society, the “perfectionist”
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ethical expectations of intimate relationships, and the function of technology being endowed with
“ethical redemption”. It also traces the evolution of “Al lovers”, from robot companions to intelligent
chatbots, and then to love-building games. Furthermore, it analyzes the generation of virtual intimate
relationships between humans and machines from the perspectives of technology, emotion, and cap-
ital logic: technologically, affective computing technology supports interaction but carries ethical con-
cerns; emotionally, “Al lovers” utilize “fragile mirrors” to achieve emotional compensation and vir-
tual empathy; capitalistically, they are essentially emotionally commodities dominated by capital,
constructing a consumption loop. At the same time, it points out that they face three ethical dilem-
mas: the erosion of subject autonomy, the digital alienation of social relationships, and the absence
of human rational morality, providing a reference for examining and regulating human-machine
emotional interaction.
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