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Abstract

From the perspective of political economy, this paper revisits the Marxist theory of productive labor
and adopts the method of hierarchical subject analysis to strictly distinguish the productive nature
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of employed and non-employed digital labor. The analysis shows that employed digital labor, which
possesses both material attributes and social characteristics under the logic of capital and conforms
to the G-W-G’ capital circulation logic, belongs to productive labor; non-employed digital labor (user
activities), however, only provides “raw materials” for capital appreciation, and due to the lack of a
direct employment relationship and its failure to directly participate in value increment, it is catego-
rized as unproductive labor. Platform capital constructs a dual exploitation mechanism through the
“digital enclosure movement”: on one hand, it extracts surplus value from employed laborers; on the
other hand, it plunders users’ behavioral data by virtue of technological monopoly, leading to the gen-
eralization of labor alienation and the intensification of labor-capital contradictions. On this basis, the
paper proposes a three-level solution path, including the optimization of institutional governance,
the redistribution of data property rights, and the transcendence of capital logic. This study pro-
vides support for clarifying the essence of exploitation in the digital age and innovating labor theo-
ries, and contributes to the implementation of the strategy for the high-quality development of the
digital economy.
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