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Abstract

As one of the core representatives of the Scottish Enlightenment, Adam Ferguson took the “social es-
sence of human nature” as the logical starting point, integrating classical moral traditions and modern
social observation, and forming a theoretical system with both normative and practical. This article
systematically explains the internal logic of Ferguson’s moral philosophy from the four dimensions
of the basis of human nature, the dimension of free will, the theoretical construction of morality,
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and the moral criticism of business society by combing out the core discussions in the Principles of
Moral Philosophy, An Essay on the History of Civil Society and other works, and combining the re-
search of Chinese and foreign scholars. The study found that Ferguson not only inherited the path
of human exploration of Scottish emotionalism, but also formed theoretical characteristics by em-
phasising “virtue in action” and “cultivation of public spirit”. His early warning of moral corruption
in business society and the revival of virtues have provided important ideological resources for
solving the moral crisis of modernity.
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