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Abstract

This paper compares Martin Heidegger’s and Ginther Anders’ critiques of technology, revealing
how the latter both inherits and radicalizes the former’s thought. Heidegger’s concept of “Ge-stell”
exposes the ontological essence of modern technology as a coercive mode of revealing, establishing a
metaphysical foundation for the philosophy of technology, yet his analysis lacks concrete historical
and ethical dimensions. Anders, through his theory of the “apparatus,” concretizes the abstract force
of “Ge-stell” into socio-psychological mechanisms, employing concepts such as “the obsolescence of
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man” and “Promethean shame” to offer an anthropological-ethical diagnosis of technological soci-
ety. Thereby, he transforms technological critique from contemplative thought into a morally ur-
gent call to action. This study not only clarifies the genealogical relationship between their under-
standings of technology’s essence but also highlights the significance of Anders’ work in filling the
“ethical-political gap” in Heidegger’s theory, offering dual intellectual resources that combine depth
with practical engagement for contemporary philosophy of technology.
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