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Abstract

The educational philosophy systems of Plato and Aristotle are rooted in their fundamental oppositions
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in metaphysics, epistemology, and ethics. Starting from the philosophical standpoints of theory of
forms and realism, this paper systematically compares the fundamental differences between the
two in educational philosophy. The discussion will delve into four dimensions: first, analyzing the
decisive influence of Plato’s idealist philosophy on his educational views; second, explaining the
theoretical foundation of Aristotle’s realist philosophy for his educational perspectives; third, sys-
tematically comparing the fundamental differences between the two in educational philosophy; and
finally, exploring the historical legacy and contemporary implications of these two educational phi-
losophies. The research shows that the two form a sharp contrast in educational goals, sources of
knowledge, paths of cognition, and ethical practices, not only constituting an important tension within
ancient Greek philosophy but also laying the foundation for two basic paradigms in the develop-
ment of later educational philosophy.
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