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Abstract

Hegel’s conception of freedom constitutes the philosophical groundwork upon which Marx’s theory
of freedom is erected. Hegel articulates a three-tiered notion of freedom that comprises (a) the ab-
stract absolute freedom of the Idea, (b) the arbitrary freedom of particular willing, and (c) the socially

CEGIF: HER. Dod B AR E A & e R A B R, 2025, 14(12): 176-181.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2025.1412618


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.1412618
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2025.1412618
https://www.hanspub.org/

HE LS

mediated freedom embedded in the rational state. By submitting these layers to an empirical exam-
ination of capitalist modernity, Marx transcends Hegel’s speculative framework and reconceptual-
izes freedom as a practical achievement attainable only within a “real community”. For Marx, genu-
ine freedom—the free and all-round development of every individual—becomes possible only un-
der the material conditions of communist society. Contemporary critical theory can still mobilize
Marx’s conception of freedom to (1) contest the hegemonic claims of neoliberal discourse and retain
the initiative in theoretical interpretation, (2) promote the comprehensive development of human
capacities and thereby fulfill the aspiration for a good life, and (3) advance the common values of
humanity and facilitate the construction of a community with a shared future for humankind.
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