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Abstract

Marx’s concept of civil society gradually deepened and enriched alongside the development of his crit-
ical theory, particularly historical materialism, progressing through three general stages: formation, de-
velopment, and maturation. In the formative stage, Marx, critiquing Hegel’s philosophy of law, pointed
out that civil society is centered on private interests and constitutes the political state. In the develop-
mental stage, Marx’s analysis of civil society progressed from the philosophy of law to political econ-
omy, with the concept primarily referring to the material economic foundation common across various
historical stages of society. In the mature stage, Marx moved beyond the previously ambiguous concept
of civil society, employing historical materialist concepts such as productive forces and relations of
production to analyze the most fully developed form of civil society—capitalist society.
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