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Abstract

Social contract theory holds that humans enter the social state from the state of nature through ra-
tional contracts to protect individual life, liberty, and property. This view reflects the individualism
and free market demands of early capitalist society, and is particularly evident in the theories of
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Hobbes, Locke, and Rousseau. Marxism, from the perspective of historical materialism, critiques the
conception of human nature in social contract theory and the bourgeois interests behind it. Marx-
ism argues that human nature is not fixed, but a product of social and historical conditions, and that
the essence of a person lies in the sum of their social relations. The article also explores the dialec-
tical relationship between the individual and the collective, noting that in Marxism, individual de-
velopment and true social liberation are achieved through the power of the collective.
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