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Abstract

Socrates’ concept of “self-knowledge of ignorance” is the dialectical seed of ethical practice and
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methodology in philosophical thought, marking the shift from natural philosophy to ethical philoso-
phy, which not only reveals the limitations of human cognition but also promotes openness in the
pursuit of knowledge. Through “spiritual midwifery”, Socrates guided others to reflect on and ap-
proach the truth through questions and answers, cross-examination, and reductio ad absurdum.
However, this approach to enlightenment led to a tension between the individual and the city-state
order, which ultimately led to a fundamental conflict between him and Athenian society. Plato inher-
ited his ideas and proposed the “Ideal State”, while Aristotle inherited them critically, emphasizing
the need for virtues to be cultivated through practice. In modern times, Socrates’ methodology has
provided a problem-oriented teaching paradigm for education, as well as a revelation for dealing
with the ethical dilemmas of the technological age. The “no bottom” not only points to the unfinished
nature of Socrates’ dialogues, but is also a metaphor for the eternal openness of philosophical in-
quiry. At a time when technology and power are intertwined, his thought is still of great practical
significance.
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