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Abstract

Patriarchy constitutes the profound institutional root of gender oppression. Its form is mutually
constructed with the material mode of production specific to a given historical stage; therefore, the
critique of patriarchy must delve into the fundamental dimension of the mode of production. In mod-
ern society, dominated by capitalism, patriarchy assumes a new form based on private ownership: it
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shapes women into a “secondary labor force” through institutional discrimination in the realm of
wage labor and achieves low-cost operation of labor-power reproduction through the privatization
and unpaid status of reproductive labor, thereby serving capital accumulation. The critique of capi-
talist patriarchy inevitably targets capitalist private ownership itself. Marxism provides a crucial crit-
ical path here, with its emancipation program focusing on a threefold revolution: the abolition of pri-
vate ownership to eradicate the basis of exploitation, the promotion of the socialization of repro-
ductive labor to liberate women, and the waging of a thorough ideological critique to dismantle pa-
triarchal notions, ultimately achieving the historic unity of class liberation and gender liberation.
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