Advances in Philosophy #2£8Ef&, 2026, 15(1), 227-232 Hans X
Published Online January 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.151035

et 7 AN IR R E A T AR

g
MR R e, 1195 M

Weks . 2025412 150 #HEM: 20264F1H6H; KA HM: 20264F1H19H

R

TR ST B A BARBIA T 2 EEE, JONRBRUN ANELRK AR EEEOVERM, BTEE
“BEREN” 5 BRI WABIBOEEN L, I TNER CERET HI B/ KR
AFe . ERRITIHTRI, BAHKNEARETIERR. BRI, HRERAEEERER, TR
H T AR HIB RS A AT M . ASCRGME T 5B « ks 55 Hof 0 5 17 2 A0 17 AR O 2 A
5@, HEd “FTRRT Z-BE, BT REEIHREEERMEATRERIER RS RARE B
HIRRBE, i e 57 Bk B o 2O 2 e SR G (TG R R 8 514 ) I OB A SR ) 42

XK ia
JERRST T, EAAHBA, BR, HFWR ALK

How Leo Strauss Understands the Thought
of Thomas Hobbes

Tanghao Sun

School of Social Development, Yangzhou University, Yangzhou Jiangsu

Received: December 15, 2025; accepted: January 6, 2026; published: January 19, 2026

Abstract

Leo Strauss regards Thomas Hobbes as the founder of modern political philosophy, arguing that his
thought is grounded in a pre-scientific examination of human experience. By analyzing the moral
opposition between the passions of “vainglory” and “fear of violent death,” Hobbes accomplished a
fundamental shift from classical “natural law” to modern “natural right.” Strauss reveals that
Hobbes’s philosophy is rooted in a non-revelatory and atheistic stance, and that his critique of reli-
gion is not theoretical but motivated by the pursuit of earthly happiness and the construction of an
artificial order. This paper systematically traces Leo Strauss’s interpretation of Thomas Hobbes’s
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thought and, through the concept of “the second cave,” exposes the Enlightenment’s failure to gen-
uinely return to classical natural philosophy due to its deep entrapment within the revelatory tra-
dition. It further points out that Strauss sought to transcend the predicaments of modernity by en-
gaging with the medieval rationalist tradition, particularly through thinkers such as Maimonides
and Al-Farabi.
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