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Abstract

In On the Mode of Existence of Technical Objects, Gilbert Simondon asserts that “man can only dominate
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the culture he accepts,” and Bernard Stiegler also argues that Simondon’s core appeal in this work
is to “establish a culture of technology.” For Simondon, the long-standing Western culture is an in-
complete and unbalanced anthropocentric culture, in which technology and technical objects have
no legitimate place. He thus calls for building a culture of technology that integrates previously ex-
cluded technical objects and machines into itself—aiming to eliminate the primary source of alien-
ation in the contemporary world, while enabling humans to reflect on their own existence and pre-
dicament based on the reality around them. Such a culture of technology must be contemporary
with technology. Simondon holds that technology is the carrier of radical transformation for both
humans and the world; the individuation of technical objects is a dynamic and gradual process of
formation, and the relationship between humans and technical objects evolves continuously in this
process. Therefore, as a “mediator” between technical objects and power, as well as between tech-
nology and humans, culture must also be contemporary with technology—it must undergo reform
and gradually revise its content.
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