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Abstract

The distinction between “knowing how” and “knowing that” proposed by Gilbert Ryle in Chapter
Two of “The Concept of Mind” serves as the starting point of this paper. This distinction is simple
and seemingly obvious, thus quite appealing. However, like any dichotomyj, it has also sparked nu-
merous controversies and confusions. For instance, Hartland Swann contends that “knowing that”
can be reduced to “knowing how”. This paper aims to demonstrate that within a limited scope, such
a claim can hold true. Moreover, once “knowing that” is reduced to “knowing how”, it becomes
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necessary to distinguish between the two tendencies encompassed within “knowing how”. The first
part of this paper endeavors to clarify the types of tendencies referred to by Ryle and Hartland
Swann when using these two phrases; the second part will discuss the new distinctions that must be
made if Hartland Swann’s reductionism is acknowledged. Finally, this paper will examine some ex-
pressions of “knowing how” and “knowing that” that have not been considered by either Ryle or
Hartland Swann, and further explore whether the tendencies they refer to can be subsumed under
Hartland Swann’s “knowing how”.
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