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Abstract

This paper systematically examines the evolution of value theory from an economic perspective,
covering the core tenets of classical economics, the marginal utility school, and neoclassical economics.
Itreveals the theoretical contributions and limitations of the labor theory of value and marginal utility

NEGIH: EA. AT IHEER RS BT AU E BT D). AR, 2026, 15(1): 258-268.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.151040


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.151040
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.151040
https://www.hanspub.org/

B

theory across different historical stages. In the digital era, the study highlights data as a key factor
of production, with the platform economy and network effects reshaping the logic of value creation,
while innovative ecosystem synergy drives value multiplication. The traditional labor theory of value
requires expansion to incorporate new forms of digital labor, and marginal utility theory faces new
challenges such as the non-rivalry of digital products and dynamic preferences. This paper proposes
platform value theory and data value theory as new exploratory directions, emphasizing the need
to construct value assessment and distribution mechanisms adapted to the digital economy. The
research provides a theoretical basis for the digital transformation of traditional value theories and
calls for deeper interdisciplinary empirical studies to address new challenges arising from techno-
logical innovation and globalization.
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