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Abstract
Ludwig Wittgenstein, a core founder of 20th-century analytical philosophy, experienced a fundamental
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transformation in his linguistic theory—from the early “picture theory of language” to the later “lan-
guage-game theory”—which has profoundly reshaped modern philosophy’s understanding of the rela-
tionships between language, thought, and the world. Taking the two stages of Wittgenstein’s ideolog-
ical development as the thread, this paper systematically elaborates on the core framework, theo-
retical goals, and inherent limitations of the “picture theory of language,” while conducting an in-
depth analysis of the core connotation, theoretical breakthroughs, and supporting ideas of the “lan-
guage-game theory.” It focuses on exploring the logical motivations behind his ideological transfor-
mation and, in conjunction with the developmental context of contemporary philosophy, linguistics,
cognitive science, and artificial intelligence (Al), investigates the theoretical value, practical signifi-
cance of his linguistic theory, as well as its enlightenment for core Al issues such as natural language
understanding, semantic modeling, and contextual interaction. Research indicates that Wittgen-
stein’s linguistic theory not only put an end to the speculative paradigm of traditional metaphysics
and established the central position of linguistic analysis in philosophical research but also pro-
vided a brand-new way of thinking for understanding the essence of human language and resolving
philosophical puzzles.
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