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Abstract

“Civil society” is one of the core concepts in early Marxist theory, an important entrance for Marx to
enter the study of political economy and grasp practical material interests, and a key link in under-
standing his historical theory. “The German Ideology” plays a pivotal role in the Marxist theory of
civil society and is the first systematic exposition of the concept of civil society. This study explores
the true theoretical connotation of Marx’s concept of civil society and defines its special position in
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the establishment of Marxist materialist conception of history by examining the foundation and de-
velopment process of Marx’s concept of civil society, understanding the dual meanings of the con-
cept of civil society in “German Ideology” and its fundamental dependence on factors such as com-
munication, production, private ownership, and commodity economy.
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