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Abstract

Through critically sublifting Feuerbach’s humanism, Marx accomplished a philosophical revolution
regarding the essence of human beings. Feuerbach reduced the essence of humans to an abstract “ge-
neric essence,” and his theory remained at the level of perceptual intuition and religious criticism,
failing to penetrate into the actual social and historical conditions. Marx, however, fundamentally
shifted his perspective to “real human beings,” defining the essence of humans as “the ensemble of

XES|IF: kA D BN R ELE AT AR R S AR ). TRk, 2026, 15(2): 188-194.
DOI: 10.12677/acpp.2026.152067


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/acpp
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.152067
https://doi.org/10.12677/acpp.2026.152067
https://www.hanspub.org/

RAK IR

social relations,” and examining it within concrete historical practices, especially material productive
labor. He revealed that the root of alienation lies in the alienation of social relations and the labor
process, arguing that only through communist practice—which sublates private property and elimi-
nates alienated labor—can genuine human liberation and free, all-round development be achieved.
By sorting out Marx'’s criticism and transcendence of Feuerbach, this article illustrates the theoret-
ical leap in Marx’s thought on human essence: from the abstract to the concrete, from intuition to
practice, and from interpreting the world to changing it. This leap also provides profound theoreti-
cal support for comprehending the people-oriented development concept in the new era.
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