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Abstract

“The German Ideology”, as alandmark document marking the birth of historical materialism, not only
thoroughly cleared up the German ideology and its philosophical foundation but also established a
scientific methodological system that starts from “real individuals” and their material practices, takes
the contradiction movement between productive forces and production relations as the main line
of analysis, and profoundly grasps the laws of social and historical development. This article holds
that, against the complex backdrop of the ongoing digital technology revolution, the reshaping of
the economic landscape by new productive forces, the increasingly diverse exploration of modern-
ization paths by humanity, and the profound adjustment of the global order, returning to this theo-
retical origin and making creative interpretations is of crucial contemporary significance. Based on
the historical materialist methodology laid down by “The German Ideology” and following the inter-
nal logic from “real individuals” to “world history”, this article constructs an analytical framework
that progresses from micro to macro levels: “individual survival-social contradictions-civilization
paths-global order”. This framework theoretically connects classic categories with four contempo-
rary domains: it examines the survival conditions of people in the digital age through the category
of “real individuals”, analyzes the changes brought about by new productive forces using the prin-
ciple of the contradiction between productive forces and forms of interaction, explains the civiliza-
tional implications of Chinese-style modernization with the theory of the evolution of social forms,
and observes the global practice of the community with a shared future for mankind through the
idea of “world history”. Through this structured dialogue, this article aims to systematically demon-
strate that historical materialism can not only provide analytical tools for diagnosing contemporary
issues but also achieve its own development in keeping with the times through deep interaction
with practice.
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