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Abstract

Based on Marx'’s theory of labor liberation, this paper situates women'’s liberation within the histori-
cal task of “human emancipation,” proposing that the liberation of women’s labor must ultimately be
oriented toward the liberation of the proletariat. By analyzing the dual oppressive nature of unpaid
domestic labor—its gender attribute and its exploitative attribute—the paper reveals its essence as a
product of the collusion between patriarchy and capitalism. It argues that the gender attribute is
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rooted in the ideological construct of “biological determinism,” which naturalizes reproductive la-
bor as women'’s destiny, while the exploitative attribute manifests as a dual negation of labor value: it
not only erases its foundational role in social reproduction but also deprives women of subjective
control over the labor process. Through a dialectical critique of four liberation paths (ideological ad-
vocacy/intergenerational transfer/market outsourcing/publicization), the paper demonstrates that
the publicization of domestic labor is the fundamental solution to breaking “Wollstonecraft’s Di-
lemma.” However, its implementation is constrained by the level of productive forces and the design
of social institutions, requiring coordinated advancement through progressive policies and transfor-
mations in production relations. Ultimately, the paper reveals that the true meaning of women'’s lib-
eration lies in dismantling the function of the family as a unit of surplus-value exploitation, transform-
ing reproductive labor into a socially shared undertaking.
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