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Abstract

As one of the most important dialogues of Plato’s late period, “The Laws” embodies his renewed
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reflection on the constitution of the ideal polis. Presented in dialogical form, the work lays out a com-
prehensive legal framework for the construction of such a city. The dialogue is divided into twelve
books, covering a wide range of topics, including marriage, education, religious rites, property ar-
rangements, and even the norms of everyday life. Among these, Book X is particularly distinctive. Its
significance lies not merely in its explicit engagement with religious issues, but more fundamentally in
its concentrated examination of the grounds of legal legitimacy—that is, the question of why human
beings ought to obey the law. If Book X fails to provide a sufficient justification for the legitimacy of law,
then the entire legal system constructed in the Laws would lose its foundation. In Book X, the legitimacy
oflaw is grounded in the existence of god, such that the defense of law becomes inextricably intertwined
with the defense of god. Accordingly, the demonstration of divine existence and the establishment of
legal legitimacy on that basis together constitute the central concerns of Book X of the Laws. Yet does
Plato’s defense of law truly succeed? And what underlying motivation informs this line of argument?
This article aims to show that Plato seeks to ground law metaphysically by arguing that god, soul, and
related entities—including law itself—possess a status of priority, thatis, that they are “by nature.” This
endeavor not only provides a normative justification for civic order, but more deeply serves as a re-
sponse to, and a countermeasure against, the atheistic tendencies of the Sophists and the moral rela-
tivism they engendered, with the ultimate aim of restoring the objectivity of values that the Sophists
had undermined.
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1. HNENNERIE—WRIERZERN, MIEARLE
11 IR AR A&

PR SBT3k, AAEHBLE LI A7 £ A (the Athenian stranger) JT 55 SUHFE H, FEA
TR AN AS B BT = Fh: S — PR AR A Sh RAFAE T A8 (Atheism); 55 R &\ # R
TEYCAAATA SO A T8 551 SR FE (Deism)s 55 =R U2 MR A5 7T DAL RR S8 A a6 U S R (AL G
#fiif(Traditional Theism) ([1], p. 885b)*. A L #RH R ML BN HE . Bk, Tt Az Rxt
FHEYNE, BEEBRFIOUIET N EEENE, T RIE ARSI AR —— R AT R
FHAREME A R A E it RIS, AR B SZLEN B AREN, I AR T FH & 24,
AT AT 2 HE R SRR 2 TP RS R R NERR “BRALEN A3 ([1], p. 890a), IR 5 & 2
RN, FETHESHAATATIER “fFE a7 R RN . i, UFEH AR B A E R L B R
ToHFE DA AN ATy, S EE I AL 1 AR SRAE VR b e o X B AR I R
FAFLEISRI R “RAEAE” e PR ERIIAELE” (by nature). BE 9 bt 38 (0 HL 2 5 280 P ks R
ARERE, HWRAEEHCOKAE, AR A E S T AR L1, p. 889). LA+ K
WAGE, W RAIE SRS HE “HR7 BRI, AT 0BG Ly 0], AN & b T SO 77 .

Ferdor Pl o] S B AR S 3 96 F “ HAR” IBTRIINE ? XS H N, K. K. . REMIFOCER

VRS LR R S5, 0 DA S I TS (Stephanus numbers)briE, Ui <885b” BIE 1578 4F b A 25 iy
(Henri Estienne)iil <Ha#zE4=4£) 27 885 U1 b Bk.
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A M R AR (AR 2 9 “HAR ), TR B RAEAEHS R 5 kA T2 A 1I([1], p. 891c). A [HE
FHIX AR, AR TR EUE RSB A S “ REA R BOBAER AR, SRS ERHI, 27
YA BUARAR R 7 ([1], p. 892¢). XAh5|H TGS IRIE:  “ RBLIEAEIEINT Lo T sk .
1.2. A EHEHAEENEMIZE

1E (AR SHET, MBI AR REs): 3B —RKigsh HaewHEshm ok 5 Riga);
B RIEHNMIBERE B Fi83) REHESN YY), XRIEHhBdSE 505, MK EHER. ARS8
YER THEFR([1], p. 894b). fEARZiaz)EA, BeW B RIZNNIEEN A RS i, HAizahg 384
TREMAL, HAR T —Mizzh. M E kA Hge. “aREshvR s Ak,
NE AN T RERAT ] 5 LIS B BT U —— R Z BT A AFAE HABIZZ) 7 ([1], p. 895b). HHUtL, A4 &l
—k “ R WRE XN “ HIREEhE 7 ([1], p. 8968). X —iE AL ¥ REANXT T AR R BRI
dete, BPUNR#E LA EEE) . HEMT 2, 1EARBE&IICERIEMN, BIRMIRZ TN ERA R,
ABATTOABRPERR P G il N8 o SEROR BIUE TR RIRIE S, Madi G H 5 et s A s FLb
Jo R SR 5 T35 KR A3 ([1], p. 892a). HHIbHES:, SRSV N RS, A5 E
J& T EREWE, FIMTEAAE T B TR LA NIEY) . 2k, MR SE R T S AIE B AR:  BEIE
T OCEMAREH N YARNR”  WESL T R R BAAEYEMAEA R E” o M 884a F| 899c ) TEEE
WIEEE %, ARG = A RIS AR A1

Efilbﬁ

Kule: wIACFERZHRM . (What comes to being first is by nature.)

ANETEE: R AR R B a7 AE /. (Soul rather than body comes to being first.)

gEit: MR BLGE )2 H AR, (Therefore, soul (gods) is by nature.)

KArde: 5 R EDEZ HIRM . (All things related to soul are by nature.)

ANETHE: VR AR BLAE OGS . (Laws are things related to soul.)

S50 Wk EHARIM . (Therefore, laws are by nature.)

=Bt =

KETHE: 75 SRR BT, (1t is necessary to follow everything that is by nature.)

AN AR E SR, (Laws are things that are by nature.)

SER. WOMIEIEER L TR (Therefore, it is necessary to follow the laws.)

XA AR s B s BB — IR e O M TELE B, BRIE RSRE BRI SR R IEfd
WIFEER RN BoREARHT IR REE, BIRFIAT A [R5 BRI (EE
B, Fra#EREEAE - DNRERBRIRZ £, Bl— “HIEERMIERLTER. 7 AR A
“CHIRE” e AUEAE I 2
2. HAESEENZE—RMRAAA “BRM” ?
21 BE% "BAM” FET “F—1¢”

GEER) BEd, “BR” MR E “BH” KILE SO “BYINAAESE eI AFE”
(‘what comes into being first’) (A SCKHFRZ N “F—M" ). MBEBRATRHAARNN, R2EEMh]

FEMOCHE AR N, AT E e 2 IR AR U AR RENS A O AR P ([1], p. 890),  “H# 7 25—k
B S B EAE S ST 2 A fi AT A0 AR B AN B AT TS O R A 1, R LA IRy« HERb A mT e
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AR

IJEH, BRARGEREZE” ([1], pp. 886b-886d). HAARUL, XLk “FE” WIRLEMMR, WEPELX
PLAVRFALT SR, A B R LA AR o 8 ST AR TR B A I SCRRAR 32 SR

JEX “BET AEBL MR TERR A T AT “ BAR” RE XA A RN T EOTINE
BB ? MEBHEZET , SO ATTAIME —JriE st SR AN S AR s RBLSeAFAE, MARBCA R -
GnETR IR, A R R SUE SO ¢ BiRIgEhE T —— A Bz siik, R RR T g sl i e A
1, BUAFEE Z R A AT REA HAb AR . 2RI, X — 4R —— R — N5 — s & AR N T ie sh i R
Hl——R B HMIBAIIE? X — fOSRAHE , ROV 2 DI FUEOG HAT RPE 4R Y 1 e, 48 i AR
FEIE R EIFANEOR —ANE P, A SHEIRRE — NPty “ RL” 3 “#h” o

R B IE R 55— SRR JE A T MORBEFCIE SRR & 10 5Kk, “ B Rigshii e T Hhizzsh”
fighit, JFFAREZEESE “AEiEs e T REmW” o BERATRIAK -5 A BegtEsh i
2 H RS, XA R BAE S (0)57) 72 I 1) 57 AR 1R 2 T AR THE B (R 3) . BE3E, WRIRA)
IRAANTEAE T HAESN N TC e d ), il IS —HEsh & 3 R 3hiash? 52, REFAEAR T K[
Wy B2 AR R P IR X R e e sett, HAUE AL AR IZ 3 Kk R —— A v iash ik i
B MAF (L

2.2. HNERMERERARE—E?

BESRGOAT FTIR, SR EAHRRLT WS, N AR AR 5 — P e 28 i B . RS
YIRS “ARI7 2 bR E AR & ARKRM, BREYH, CE “AR” . 5B
HAEEEFT CNEEFEKK “B=C HA+C”), MAIEH “AeC” EFHfHE “BEC” , MAliiE
“AUB=C” . Gk, FRAVE RS AT 35 Pk 1) — Jo 0 SLAE S ——REA K R BEHERR T B AR St 4,
HAARY) T AR AL, i35k < RSV RILAEILE, #HZEARN” .

SR, AR B RE B2 X PP AR JZ T 155 7 B R BT E M AN RISV B2 HR17,
WA REAFRE TR A2 b, AR R 2 LR X IE A0y EIRRA R R 5 ——HE
B MR ARG, 7 Reda T R B AL, HET A AR AR . xR iR B4R
AR GEILICE ) CLiE s 5. Mz B &4 3 (Demiurge) 2 B FR, R AL 8] FF 51 _E 2 T 91k,
BIEAATESE b SR gua G, RN “GuiRa BN TR ARG E A [2]. AT0, 78 GRER) B16
o, AR R EAEANE Y B SIS R N R CEHT , ME— AT IR AR R IR R R T
1PAE, BT AR o 54k, BAMRKER “ R EVRFIR 5B, Hmas2 BR1N7 , Sihr Lk
SEA B B 3 BB HESE —— R AR B R BOMESE e 5 R e A4 & F AR

Sebr b, HBATEW ARSI BP0 “CERY &, 2RI NIRZ L #E e XN EFE.

3. “BR” KBk
3.1 HIZMBRIREIRA: “BR” ErNR—I 3L REE, BaEAXELHF

“CERT XL A ETE N Dboe, 12 AR A 3 pow (R THIL). FERTIERRE A, eIf
ARSI EM A B, MRS SEMN AR K EHAIHE TN BREhSERE, RS =Y
——HIEIE . TR R W A AEREAS[3]. HR, FERT IS B B A, B
(physis/@boug) FNEWE AN IR T T 1 B 7, SR RN . AR Se o 248 e ” R b N5 B
SRERINE: VIR 51308, “ g ” W NSRS AARREILR, RE&E T F— R [4].
AR BL e AR EAR “ 98— (DK22B50), WK R AR BIR. SR & B— B AT A i,
FIE GEBER) M AS IR S——FHi1, BUAY¥ S0 B 2 =M ER—k, RUAERH
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ERIR I

SRR RIS B ORR S 2 5] HBEAT L, AUZRRS PR NFFAREIRAN S BIR, MR AR
AR T HRHEZ A LA BB 7 —— X MHEZRBR L S M L7 17, H38 o 2B g A 7 S I8 AT R

32. §EIR: NKERNBFERT “JIB” , 25 “BR” HARHAEY

B TR, AT B RIS KRR IS R AR N R — B AR R AR (B B AR R 1 e R AR AR AE ),
BT HMEEAER RGEMBIASE, T ERAKRIE W “BR7 KyanE. hisgt “ 118" (nomos)iE
R A R B S B RE —— A I LR 5 N K B AR T A R NG .
B F& & hi(Protagoras) E AR “ ARSIV R E” (DK8OBL), Tk B I 5 ek N5, 53 [ 4R
Tt o XD At SRR AN LA — T TR AR B ARNEI, O TR E T BRI A
. 242 (Antiphon) it — Db IX —373g, fbfat: AR HA A3 (i AA7 5 B RANEE),
M >3 44 (nomos) 2 AT 55 2 AR ¥ [6] . B FIREAE P S 2 H I AZ O R« IEWIANAAE S W) TE LS A S,
2 HAE W FRESAA LR IE[ 7] IX RSO AR 32 SCELH ARG 1 IRV 2 B AR ) 1 SN (E 2%
P, XMRMPLETE GEER) 2B HEEH IR & %R (Sophists) R G EHL AR ZEN A, B4
HUREE “ N AZEIR” (conventionalism) KA Feks AR HZE AR IR =PIt AMNBIHRE 1R ¢
MREE, BEAHASAE Ntk 2 Al B E SR M A P S REAREE A IR EN TEE .  IEAXMARAPE R E G,
AP P E 28 6 (0 VR IE Hh 2 20 T [ 3 Bk

33 HAEMEENEN: “BR” SFANEY, AXRFEFHENEAS LHREEN

Mo X B RIS, BAE CRURE R I A% B 5 R R o #h 17 (Callicles) (1) 28 8156t R4S
BRI I, 7 481b-d (ELAT B, RAI S DA R il DR B AR FE XL ERR: FrigiEEAl
JE TR SRR 2 R PR T s R A A, IR ARV (physis) 4R 241805 “ SRACRI AL (1) Ak
AN Stk AR RIE S ARIEVE 2 2R, T8 X RS ) SR T 2 ) R RIRE T B
5 pmve” B X —— IR SR ARy R BRI FAEARRE T, X P A TE TR B
ai i, A e T TR KO IE IS B R B R A O R o DRI, ARG R i 5 AR X 5 AR B,
T A A0 A 2 i M A YA AT ) L B AL s . 8]

XA AR S R U RS, MR (EAEED) hEEE SN R YO R
(Thrasymachus) ABIFZ AR B AR« 1E CRI SR [R5 ([9], p. 388¢)%. Atk Bk itk A R IR Y JZ 4E
AR THRE, MP EE AR DR NIE: 7EAMARSYEE, 1SRRG S8R 4
$%([9], pp. 432b-434d); MAEWFRBUAILERE, E XA vG0RE . P EES5E7E =AM, T
H AR ) FCHR o VRN OIS B SRR B AENLR, SEHE 5135 R A 2 B Id o Al 5 e S BLH: 5 AR R,
BIVIE & R B A TE R IR 2 5 A S B AR 1 1E S S IR0 24423 Bl R 3 3 4« 3445 BB (Allfred Dunshirn)
1E CHRES) AR R MBEEZE TN “BR7 LIRS Bt B4R, M e Ea
JR BRAFEAE A P 4540, L e SR ER % 5 BUA F A GBI [10]. N BAELE B H IATE Tl 2 4
VIR SR, AR T @ N R Se I RS e, 5Bk o IR\ R B8 ) R DL A, DA ([9],
pp. 514a-520a).

FE T B M2, Ao BRI R R AR F IR, AR S AR B A IR E 8 Lk,
MRATER BRI R R . £ (BRARE) REFHESE T, AN R R R 0 BRAR I 4 A 4 P 1 1 5
FEHAS, e — N RRENE I I 2E S B O ) 2 ORI i ) e PR S B . A R sR T, AR
SEFEALASR FSR IR, IR AR B R ST T PR A VLS B R VE 5 S AT . X IE

ZRUN WS AR CERARED 5] R 9], p. 388c” M, SHII LA E N Tom Griffith B9 1 IR AS .
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GFWRISE TR SR RBL R R < BART MR SRR RIS E L, R EMAL I HL, A H R
WA SE RS A M SO FRAE, A2 T 0 A2 P O SO R R I 2 3, 2 2 T B U2 2B 2
FEILHR, AR, SRR, IR, S MR 2 AR AL E A RS

34. FETZEMBNEANSHEZRMESE: ANBREBERAFEMLSZPTRELESREK

W 2 A B A R B e, AR T H R BRI A U R (WEEE)
H A AR Y “ BRI AR IIE 3 5EF LA AR A, JEiS “ BORAECE R 2, SRl
IR E H R, AR AUE T HE RE R SE I [11] o 1X— 58 SCREAR L &I 56 PO B 2t 5z [m] 22
WU, Bl AR R I BRI, BRARNUBOE SR AR B S, TR PR S A g — 1A
R RS SEBLE SN .

BT ARG, WEEZEAE (e SreHy) fih: ASKRA&HRHARZ
SEPL AR, TSEARAE AR RS RORAS, T IR A SR e 5 AR B SEEL Y R B ST ROIR AR [12] . b
£ (BR) (Politics) i — BRI AIE X il “ AANE FRBUREIN” » WoR TR B0 LR R IR
F AR TEIRZ H([13], p. 125382-3)%. A SRJEE B V& BB ROt A A B A N I RERBL R, T2 N R
REFEBAAERZ LB RIT, WIERN “ B RV MmrsmEds, PR st Emrnisett, MamEA
PESEREREE M MAR R B iR IR U AR “ e XA BRI 304  ([13], p. 1253831-33) . {:HEAMY
R TR, BRI TARNEE, mE A EGIER B IER AT, Aoy 215, Besh,
W 2t R R SRR A B E M, RIUZ AT, MHE U2 2 REE) IR R F X L g
ety “Blse” o KT FER KRR, A4 REBRIBEE R s, SR I H AR 2 )
ARAEANIRAT RYF, FRRIEFRAIT NI, BT 2%,

4. FRRIEXERIVEHP T KRR B —RiEHF, BMELE
41 HEREFEHBFZENERR: ERMSHRE, HFFRIE, MBRAELF

[ JE ST BT IR B =R, FHOKHTHE “OBE B AR R LR I T ARG A T
TR T EMEAE, MERERTESTIR? R, ZArIs 73 RErEm B 8% 7 HE AR
REFTLENEER, RBRETETF WAL, Sars BRI . EHHELL R, 5 B (physis) & IEXT
SEIFEAE ST {8 (nomos), T2V (chaos) . il 75 il T I P K SCAETE ML B 5. H—, #fE i A R &,
H IR GE RFRT s 2, ik NRNARIE AL, St M S NE . 15 FREEE
AT FeAt ST, SR N A B 0 75 —— W W B R AP A BRI B S0, TR AR XA
AT AN BN FISCIERER: & AR &, BESRZ kg, TREvREE At
M E BE[14].

X5 ANENERRT RIS, WRZIEE T oA RS 0 A0 . A BRI B 28 H ik
i) E R AR G R I 2 —— R T &R # RS Ja PR BE 1R s, TR B R 1R A5 A s 25 i oy S
BRI ORI . A0 L R 2 N2 OFE GRS AR iEyE e n B SRR IE R, Al AU B
HOHIRE, TBAESFH —MHEPME S ANRMEAERMEZOGMIRRT, TRt b %R,

SR, HIRAS FR—F e e, midp™& @\ ul. e e T— M2 KME: A
IRIVEE B MR ) 387 B4R 1A H MR BIEARR, X AREREE [ M E A . IR
WARBEAE CANRERERE T s priE s, SESEmRIM/EZ LA RTRE, %S K B SRk 5 (145 s )

SPANU A B 248 (BUAR%Y M5B SRA “[13], p. 1253a2-3” JE, ZHMHESCIA R Ay Cames Lord HREMIIRAS .
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PRT I BRABCAE T AR BV RE I [15]. 72 CAMERD o, AREERE —DRREER SN U EE E
JEETET, AR Oy G A 2 SUR AL P P0[16] . I PREBE TR e 17 15 oy 7 JiE 0 5 R A A W «
EATIFERE R TVEERAE “ P B R . A E IR TR e e, e A IR BRI
HHRFEND T, BERIH AR “E5 7 A

4.2. HHRFEEFARMES: B A AFOSEIIA B D

AP OCHE L, IRARIBIETE? BREL 17 “ A A ey ISR HEE. Aok
PR R AMER R ) AR 5, 4R KA A e I vu s N R g O, MR F[17]. K
NI AP ERAE R A2 R 7, LAt ] P 7 S B B QU R 17 T 42 1) T —— il 0 E R
FIRTRETE, AEERVEAEAEF PRAF R L B (Autonomie), £ CGEZEEZIM E22REAL) &, hES. “BHERE
SHEME, L, BESOVE A S KRN, ML TR ESOS R . 7 [18]. T RATT « B 5 WS
FESE Y REAEAC B DU A M AMEBUBRS 7] 7 AR BRI B R E I [19]. IR B G BE AT ad L 4 HE
WEN:

KHTHR: NFERENE A AT U i B AF A

NETHR: JEREEOR T XSS MAR R 1T

S50 ETEENE I B ROLE L.

Kt bl GER) 5 =X L.

KHTHE: A BRI FH .

ANHTRE: IR EHARN.

S50 WOBIRER R LT

PIARELES, JERF R IR A 4 TSRO N B ARBL R A K, JETE A AR EE MAME T 8 BRI RN A
FESEERIVE——MRI 5 2, At ) A I BUARTE R

5. &5iE

ST 2, AR R 2k U2 AR O R (A IE S PEEAT IR IE A TE . SRk A
TR E TR AE IR, ZR T I R3S DA SeE (8 TR BE A P E AR, DLk
VA LT LA A AR SR+ PO IR B AR IR PP S R Ak, SERON T
PR H B MM E R O . SRT0, XA A B A DU ARG S b [FIREE S 1R sk
FRHHIRAIIEH R, MEUAFRKNEBESRERR, KTERAERMNN. AN, ERME
1 FAAGRIGZR B E . HAEARL R, BATHBELE B AR 5L LA 2 N AT )
ORI FERETETRER, T iRid BEPE B AR R I ALERL “ g 5 “EJeE 07 ERAHAL AT
ST A T ) 8 ?

B O

G, IER IR T IMRCHTEE B AL T T A ST 45 T RISCREANR T, M BN B A
RUALETHARRR . HIK, FRERG h A SO B ORI S R B B S0 Rr, AR AR I IS K
LRSI BRI F R R Ko Beda, FRERGRMIFE &A% T RS AR, AT
T RUEEFF AR BN TR

&E 3k
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