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Abstract

Rousseau’s theory of amour de soi serves as the core pivot of his ethical philosophy, and this paper
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focuses on an analysis of the ethical dimensions of this theory. The study points out that compassion,
as an extended form of amour de soi in the state of nature, precedes the emergence of reason. Driven
by imagination, it realizes the transformation from self-love to altruism. Its three core principles
reveal the internal logic of human sympathetic behaviors and constitute the primitive emotional
foundation for moral generation. In the process of socialization, driven by amour-propre and the
capacity for self-perfection, amour de soi becomes alienated into self-esteem centered on others’
evaluations and mutual comparisons, which turns into the root cause of social inequality and moral
predicaments. Nevertheless, self-esteem is not entirely negative and possesses the potential for moral
goodness. To alleviate the adverse impacts of self-esteem, Rousseau proposes a dual redemption path:
internally, guiding individuals to clarify their genuine needs and purify their souls through educa-
tion; externally, constructing a political community relying on the social contract, breaking the
shackles of individual dependency and safeguarding the status of individual autonomy. By sorting
out the complex correlations between amour de soi, compassion and self-esteem, this paper reveals
the dialectical relationship among emotion, morality and social forms in Rousseau’s thought, and
provides ideological enlightenment for the cultivation of individual morality and the construction
of social equity in contemporary society.
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X HIEE CERENE AR — R —— B 5 FUE BV IR B8 AR 3 0 F i SR S 8 B
BIME A A 5T AN 2 B2 B AT AR TR RS, HIREReXT B B M BRI L) 5%, (AR LA
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WREAI T E NN SEVIIATR 73 B, DR R e aiiac. HAE B IR B LW oR 78 70 i RV AR 4 o o
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BILE T A .

AN, RAE TR B R EE RN NE AR AR, TR ARARAS MR, Jf
WA MRS, R NRKIZORFF R[] BIAEGSL, FoaRons T X — i e 2 | s RHE AR 5
i 2, IR RFEE ] RS . MR, IR R RNFITRAS, AR TR i AL S
RITEEFI . XMW IAAAE, TEREAEI B e B AR R, I XE DU AT A ARG . AR
JETHANCAEE AL, A X — W REA R NSRRI NAEVRR, A2 s X — R AL R A S
WERHZ, RN RO N RAESME . B2 E R BT s, AR I — AR5 e Bral
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ZANARAAR . T RN ERAESE T, B RIS AR B S SR LB, AR 25 L E B R ROV
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R EHRARD) SR Z LA N NSRS, ARLR BN KTEIEB ARG . — B AR Z DR

Bk, XTI R G AT IERRRES R Z S M AARE, AMESA B IR R 8 5 IFRIT L.
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R MR A R BRI T B 8, AR ARIAE B SR R ECR IR £ REARIT, BYIFERA
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TS B B R A2, R AR B kA, BARRTRGON R B E R

HE RO, AFUREBRGEMBE I, 513 MEUIM E SR SEFHR, RN S50 2 X
SEFESRAMINIRE /1o FE/IRE R, RS B S RE L BT 2R BRI, i iMEa
H LSRR, WARSAEFTERNE . IR CE ST B 8 S S, #Eimsk
NBSAABL SR CL Rt 2 R T B EE R . 20k, PR kot NAR AT o o AL, i 3 5 A0 L2 Y
TAHE R B A S P AEREOMICE, PLA 0 R 2 T A, #Emipr e AR R B4
AR EEZBE. ErRNEBRKRY, AFERT 7 EREIER 006 RE, St
HINHFE ST E RGN, B DMEEREESTHIAR B S ICSERHR, AT FEAR 5 85038 32 1 i K R
PR AT RENE . DU A AR UEXT NP IR 2T S HL R [ Fe AR, IR RES| T B 0w B e e
FR77 1) A Fe RIS SR AR AR B ] 52 0o A Dt AT BBV J5 ) 1 B, (8 NSBE At N T2 0 L O R 2
RN TR BATINME. BEAT I, TR ATE SIE S S 8E S B S A 1R, UK
R AAE L RO R R, FAR T 5 8 T b R4 L R85 3K

SRR AN R, 2 MOMELEZ I BUA RUB AR . FIRIR I, NAE TS5 3L 1% O 5
Wz ErEuadtEdA, B AATERRS B d1 5 S EAIRS . TR RGN ERE RS, B
a2 5EFESCH S Priia BRFEAH AR, WA OBUCRFTAT 2830, REMEFT R AAR e 18] 14 1< B
BR&, BEMASEE A MAR B EAERE: ARBERKER I, MEYIKARESSER A RAE
WA, IR BOE AR HIRA, RN IAIERE B 3t & A R AR EIERE A RIT A,
CIEXCBART ARE” , MATRATSIREIL R T C LRI TR FEEE” [8]. AARIEH, HARANFAAR
MIFeAs, PET AR BD S B S E R A S E R ANSANRIRR, 555 R IR R AR
FUVERG. RUbaERe ImT, ARt ARTE AP R TSR DI, HAZ 0N aES B S
PSR R R K AR R . R K AR T s i E XA &R, HA D URSRAE TRl — R A ik A ER
BB, BETE AR Ba MR A RN, EAKNERRRIERGARESNEE. B, AR
it & RABRAMAL SR 1T RIFRATFRTT S, FRNERINEES HENRRCRR
BEERI9].
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