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Abstract

Based on a clear positioning of Lukacs’ reification criticism theory and Marx’s early alienation
thought, the paper analyzes the similarities and differences between the two. On the one hand, it
indicates that Lukacs’ reification criticism theory intersects with Marx’s early humanistic alienation
thought in the “1844 Economic and Philosophical Manuscript” in terms of conceptual definition, prob-
lem clues, critical stance and methods, and both present a consistent theoretical orientation; On the
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other hand, when analyzing the theoretical divergence of Lukacs’ theory of reification from Marx’s
early theory of alienation, it can be seen that while Lukacs extended the theory of commodity fet-
ishism in Marx’s later work, “Capital”, he ultimately veered towards idealism and ethical criticism
due to his failure to truly grasp historical dialectics and historical materialism. Placing Lukacs’ crit-
ical theory of reification and Marx’s thought of alienation in the same comparative dimension can
not only excavate the historical value provided by Lukacs’ special theory for the modernity criticism
of reification issues, but also correctly view its theoretical status and see its theoretical flaws, ex-
plaining why Lukacs deviated from the materialist direction of Marxist philosophy.
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